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PEEFAOE. 

Mt object in printmg this Manual is to Bid those 
whom I may hereafter instruct, and to supply the 
need which we have felt of a dmple and practical 
text-book. If it should prove useful to other teachers, 
an additional advantage will have been gained. A few 
words only are required, in explanation of the manner 
in which it is to be used. 

Our Confirmation classes are composed of persons 
differing very much in age and attainments. Some 
need to be taught by question and answer; while 
others learn all that is required by simply listening 
and reflecting afterward on what has been said. My 
practice, therefore, has been as follows : to gather the 
whole number of Candidates together, for a Class- 
Lecture, on the Lord's Day, and then to break them 
op into divisions, according to sex, age and ability^ 
and meet them^ in such detachments, for catechetical 
instruction, through the week. When they are together, 
the teaching is addressed to all : when they are met in 
detail, they are questioned and examined rather than 
instructed* Thus their various needs are supplied; 
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IT FBEFAGB. 

and if single cases are found in which more direct 
teaching is required, those may be taken up and dealt 
with, one by one apart. 

The Manual, accordingly, consists of a Course of 
Class-Lectures, and of a Catechism. The Ist portion 
is for the Sunday ; the 2nd for the week-day evenings 
between. An Office of Devotion, taken in the main 
from that invaluable Manual the "Priest's Prayer- 
Book," is prefixed. 

For the Catechism I am indebted to my Eeverend 
and beloved brother the Warden of Bacine College. 
Having used it with my candidates for two years, I 
asked his permission to insert it in this hand-booli^: 
with his customary kindness he at once granted my 
request. 

No further explanations are required. The Class- 
Lectures are mere outlines, which the teacher may fill 
np at his discretion ; as for the questions and answers 
in the Catechism, he will of course be governed by 
the capacity of his pupils. 

Trinity lleciory. New York : ) 
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OFFICE 



TO BB SAID BT THB GATECHIST ASfD CLASS BBFOBB 
THE IjECTUBB. 

^ AU kneeling^ the Catechist begins. 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost. 
]$. Amen. 

if. They shall go from strength to strength. 

5 . And unto the God of gods appeareth every 
one of them in Sion. 

if, God, make speed to save us. 

^ , Lord, make haste to help us. 

if. Glory be to the Father, etc. 

5 . As it was in the beginning, eto. 

if. Praise ye the Lord. 

]^. The Lord's Name be praised. 
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Ant. When Thou lettest Thy Breath go forth, 
they shall be made. 

Psalm 43. Judica me, Deus. 

Give sentence with me, God, and defend my 
canse against the ungodly people; deliver me 
from the deceitful and wicked man ; 

2 For Thou art the God of my strength : why 
hast Thou put me from Thee ? and why go I so 
heavily, while the enemy oppresseth me ? 

3 send out Thy light and Thy truth, that they 
may lead me, and bring me unto' Thy holy hill, and 
to Thy dwelling. 

4 And that I may go unto the altar of God, even 
unto the God of my joy and gladness ; and upon 
the harp will I give thanks unto Thee, God, my 
God. 

5 Why art thou so heavy, my soul ? and why 
art thou so disquieted within me ? 

6 put thy trust in God; for I will yet give 
Him thanks, which is the help of my countenance, 
and my God. 

Glory be to the Father, etc. 
Ant. When Thou lettest Thy Breath go forth 
they shall be made, and Thou shalt renew the face 
of the earth. 

TTie Chapter. Ephes. vi. 

Take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye 
may be able to withstand in the evil day, and hav- 
ing done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having 
your loins girt about with truth, and having on the 
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10 ICAinJAL OF INSTBUOTION 

breastplate of righteonsness ; and your feet sbod 
with the preparation of the gospel of peace ; above 
all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be 
able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. 
And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the Word of God : praying 
always with all prayer and supplication in the 
Spirit, and watching thereunto with all persever- 
ance and supplication for all Saints. 

if. But Thou, Lord, have mercy upon us. 
3 . Thanks be to God. 
if. The Spirit and the Bride say, Come 
5 . And let him that heareth say. Come. 
if. Glory be to the Father, etc. 
]^ . As it was, etc. 

if. As many as are led by the Spirit of God, 
5 . They are the sons of God. 
if. The Lord be with you ; 
5. And with thy spirit. 
Let us pray. 
Lord, have mercy, etc. 
Our Father, etc. 

if. Make me a clean heart, God ; 

]^ . And renew a right spirit within me. 

if. Cast me not away from Thy presence ; 
And take not Thy Holt Spirit from me. 
Give me the comfort of Thy help again ; 

5. And stablish me with Thy free Spirit. 
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FOB CONFIBMATION GLASSES. 11 

i/'. Lord, hear our prayer; 
^ . And let our cry come unto Thee. 
Let us pray. 

Almighty and ever-living God, who hast vouch- 
safed to regenerate these Thy servants by water and 
the Holy Ghost, and hast given unto them forgive- 
ness of all their sins ; strengthen them, we beseech 
Thee, Lord, with the Holy Ghost, the Com- 
forter ; and daily increase in them Thy manifold 
gifts of grace ; the spirit of wisdom and under- 
standing, the spirit of counsel and ghostly strength, 
the spirit of knowledge and true godliness ; and fill 
them, Lord, with the spirit of Thy holy fear, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

Lord of all power and might, who art the author 
and giver of all good things ; graft in our hearts the 
love of Thy Name, increase in us true religion, 
nourish us with all goodness, and of Thy great mer- 
cy keep us in the same, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 



After Class. 

In the Name, etc. 

if. The Lord be with you ; 
9 . And with thy spirit. 
Let us pray. 

Grant, we beseech thee, Almighty G^d, that the 
words which we have heard this day with our out- 
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12 KABUAI. OF IBSrBDCTKBi 

ward ears majy through Thy grmce, be so grafted 
inwardly in onr hearts, that they may bring forth 
in ns the froit of good living ; to the honor and 
praise of Thy Name, through J^us Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

^. Let ns depart in peace. 

]$ . Li the Name of the Lo&n. Amen. 

Benediction, The grace of the Holt Spirit 
enlighten yonr hearts and understandings. Amen. 
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INSTRUCTION I. 

INTBODUOTORY REMARKS— PLAN— CONFIRMATION AS PRE- 
SENTED IN THE HOLY SCRIPTURES AND IN THE PRAY- 
ER-BOOK—THE SEVEN GIFTS OP THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

I. Introductory Remarks. 

% In heginning the course of instruction, let 
the plan he stated which it is proposed to pursue. 
The preparation must he twofold : — 

1st. Preparation of the mind, — wliicli is to be 
made by reading, study, and attendance on the 
Olass-lectures. 

2dly. Preparation of the hearty — by meditation 
and constant prayer. 

The Prayer-Book mentions several things to be 
learned by every one who is to be confirmed, as 
follows : — the Greed, the Lord's Prayer, the Ten 
Commandments, and the other subjects contained 
in the Catechism. These will form the basis of 
the instruction in the class, and in becoming well 
acquainted with them consists the intellectual pre- 
paration. The preparation of the heart must be 
privately made by each candidate ; it cannot be too 
careful and thorough ; daily prayer must be used, 
and practice of religious duties in that state of life 
to which it has pleased God to call each one. 

II. Common Mistakes about Confirmation. 

There are some mistakes so often made by per- 
sons thinking of being confirmed or talking with 
others on the subject, that it is thought best to 
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14 ICAHUAL OF mSTBlTGTION 

mention them, so that every candidate may avoid 
them. For instance, many think, 

1st, That C<mfirmati(m is only for children 
This great mistake has arisen, probably, from hear 
ing or reading the address in the beginning of th' 
" Order " in the Prayer-Book {to which refer) 
But we must remember that the Confirmation-offict 
was drawn np a long time ago, and was intended 
for use in England when Sectarianism was quite 
unknown, when the people belonged to the Church 
and had all been baptized into her in infancy, and 
when the Anabaptist heresy had scarcely any in- 
fluence. With our branch of the Church, circum- 
stances are very different ; her work in this country 
is a missionary one, we are daily receiving converts 
from the denominations around us, and none of 
these have beai confirmed. Every one who has not 
received the special gift and grace of that apostolic 
ordinance, needs it ; and further, the Church orders 
that none shall be admitted to the Holy Communion 
until they have been confirmed, or are ready and 
desirous to be confirmed. 

Others again there are who think, 

2dly, That Confirmation is only a form. Chil- 
dren are especially liable to fall into this error. 
Bemember, that it is a very holy ordinance, and 
not to be approached carelessly or lightly ; that a 
person ought to come to it with a pure heart and a 
right intention, and not as to a mere vain ceremony. 

Another mistake is to suppose, 

3dly, That after being confirmed^ a person may 
stop. Many, when they have been confirmed, think 
they have done a great deal, and may stop there. 
But Confirmation is only one step in the Chriatian 
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FOB OOKUBMATIOK CPUU3SIB3. 15 

course; and see S. Luke 9 : 62. See also S. Luke 
4 : 1, 2, and remember that after receiving the 
Holy Spirit, we must expect greater temptations 
and trials than before. Observe also that Confir- 
mation is the way of access to the Lord's Table, 
and there should be no undue delay in approaching 
the blessed sacrament. The clergyman must advise 
and decide in each case when to make the first com- 
munion. {Note — that no one, under any circum- 
stances, must make the first communion without 
the knowledge and permission of the pastor.) 

Finally, some suppose, 

4thly, That Confirmation is only a renewing 
cf our baptismal vow. 

Many, in reply to the question what they think 
Confirmation to be, will say, that it is the taking 
our vows on ourselves. That is only half an answer ; 
that is our part, but there is also God's part. If 
your part were all, you ought to say, " I want to 
confirm " (i. e. the promises made for me in my 
baptism). But you say, " I want to he confirmed," 
" I am preparing to he confirmed ; " the use of the 
passive form of the verb implies, not an action on 
your part, but the reception of an action. " Firm " 
means strong; " to confirm " means to strengthen ; 
*' to be confirmed " means to be strengthened. 
Hence, to be confirmed is not to take your promises 
on yourself, but it is to be made strong by the gift 
of the Holy Spirit at the time when you so ai^sume 
your obligations incurred in your name by your 
sponsors. We are now ready to make a statement 
and definition. 
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16 HANTJAL OF IHBTBTJCTIOK 

III. Full Definition. 

Oonfirmation is a holy ordinance, instituted by 
the Apostles of our Lord and Saviour, sacramental 
in its form, and grace-conferring ; in which, upon 
our renewing and taking on us the three vows of 
Repentance, Faith, and Obedience, which we made, 
or which our sponsors made for us in our baptism, 
Almighty God bestows on us such special and sin- 
gular gifts of the Holy Ghost as are necessary to 
strengthen us in the Christian life ; it is particularly 
valuable at the time when children are growing up 
to be young men and women, and was intended by 
the Church to be administered at that critical period 
of life ; it is to be received only after careful pre- 
paration and with much devotion of heart ; and, at 
a proper interval, it ought to be followed by the re- 
ception of the Holy Communion. 

IV. Confirmation as described in the Holy 
Scriptures. 

We are next to compare the statements on this 
subject in the Bible, with the office in the Prayer- 
Book, and show that they agree together. 

Confirmation is mentioned in three places in the 
New Testament; viz., Acts viii. 14-17, Acts xix. 
1-6, Heb. vi. 1, 2. 

Acts viii. 14-17. {Let the class read these verses 
aloud,) Observe that the act was that of Peter 
and John who were apostles; that what they did 
was to lay their hands on such as had been bap- 
tized ; that the consequence was that those persons 
received the Holy Ghost; note, in all this^ four 
particulars, as follows : — 
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FOB GONFIBM^TION GLASSES. 17 

Ist. The minister y an apostle ; 

2dly. The candidate^ a baptized person ; 

3dly. The act^ the laying on of hands ; 

4thly. The result j a gift of the Holy Spirit 

Pass to the next place, Acts xix. 1-6; let the 
class read aloud as before, and note the same four 
particulars. 

Heb. vi. 1, 2. {To he read as before.) Observe 
that the apostle speaks of a ^^ foundation," and of 
" first principles," and says that the laying on of 
bands after baptism is one of the first principles of 
cur holy religion, and a part of the foundation of 
the spiritual house. A house cannot be built until 
a foundation has been laid for it ; and there cannot 
be a scienoe or system without first principles. 

See how clearly and beautifully the religion of 
the Lord Jesus Christ is here presented : — 

1st, We must truly repent of all past sin ; 

2dly, We must have a lively and steady /ai^A in 
God's mercy through Christ ; 

3dly, We must be baptized (if not already bap- 
tized in infancy, as all ought to be) ; 

4thly, We must be confirmed by the Holy Spirit, 
for perseverance in righteousness and true holiness ; 

5thly, We must live in expectation of the next 
life after the resurrection and as those who are 
already risen again in Christ ; 

6thly, We must, by full obedience make our call- 
ing and election sure, and, working together with 
God, prepare for that judgment of which the 
awards shall be eternal. 

In this plan, thus clearly set forth. Confirmation 
forms a part ; it belongs to the '^ foundation," and 
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18 ICAHUAL OF INSTRUCTION 

IB one of the ^' first principles " of religion : benoe 
maj be inferred its importance and necessity. 

V. The Office op Confirmation in the 

Prayer-Book. 

{Let the Class open their Prayer-Books ; then 
go through the office, and point out the four par- 
ticulars which were noted in the passages read 
from the Acts,) 

1st. The minister is the Bishop, the highest of- 
ficer in the Church, and he who fulfils the ordinary 
official powers of the Apostles as their Successor. 

2dly. The candidates , ** those who are baptized 
and come to years of discretion." 

3dly. The act ; " he shall lay his hands upon the 
head of every one severally." 

4thly. The result, the gift of the Holy Ghost : 
see the collect, just before the words used at the 
time of laying on of hands, and the first collect 
after. 

Complete the proof of identity, by noting the 
words " after the example of Thy Holy Apostles.' 
The Bible and the Prayer-Book agree perfectly, 
and it is so stated in the office. 

VI. The Gifts of the Holy Ghost in 

Confirmation. 

The gifts to the devout and well-prepared candi. 
date are numerous : see the collect, " thy manifold 
gifts of grace." They are mentioned in that prayer 
as seven in number ; compare Isaiah xi. 2, and the 
hymn Veni Creator Spiritus in the Ordinal, where 
it is said, 
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FOB OOMFIBHATION OLASSES. 19 

" Thou the anointing Spirit art, 
Who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart." 

There gifts are in name and order as follows : — 
1st. The spiritual gift of Wisdom, 
2d. " " " " Understanding, 

3d. " " " " Counsel, 

4th. " « " " Ghostly Strength, 

5th. " " " « Knowledge, 

6th. " « « " True Godliness, 

7th. " « " « Holy Fear. 

They are to be understood as follows : — 

1. Wisdom. By this, we receive the mysteries of 
the Christian Faith as contained in the Creed, all 
of which are above, although not contradictory to, 
our reason, such as the dogmas of the Holy Trinity, 
the Incarnation of the Son of God, the Atonement 
on the Cross, the Resurrection of the flesh &c. &c. 

2. Understanding, By the aid of this divine 
gift, the Child of God compares all science and pre- 
tended wisdom of this world with the truth as made 
known to him by the Church, and judges of their 
value by referring them to that standard. 

3. Counsel, By this gift, the faithful are en- 
abled, after making such comparison, to choose 
what is good, and to refuse the evil ; they reject 
everything that contradicts the Catholic faith, and 
regard everything as of minor importance which 
does not tend to illustrate or advance it ; they select 
the better and higher part, and determine to live 
to the glory of God and in hope of the rewards and 
rest of the life to come. 

4. Ghostly Strength, Thereby, they resist the 
devil and overcome all his arts, standing fast in the 
Lord and in the power of His might. 
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20 KAOTAL OV mSXBUOTIOH 

5. Knowledge, Aided by this gift, man recog- 
nizes God in the works of Sis Hands and in the 
operations of His divine providence, and grows in 
the Knowledge of the Creator, Redeemer, and Sano- 
tifier. 

5. Trvs Godliness, It is the gift of that holiness 
without which no man shall see the Lord. 

6. Holy Fear, This spiritual benefit leads a man 
to watch and pray lest he offend Ood, to work out 
his salvation with f&ar and trembling, to maintain 
his vigilance even to the hour of death, and to re- 
nounce all hope of acceptance except through the 
sole merit of the Lord Jesus Christ, as knowing 
his own unworthiness and looking forward to that 
searching judgment which he has to undergo at the 
last day. 



INSTRUCTION II. 



THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT— THE THBEEFOLD VOW- 
SIN— ORIGINAL, ACTUAL, AND HABITUAL. 

The Catechism presents the subjects to be studied 
in preparation for Confirmation, {Let the Class open 
their Prayer- Books at the Catechism,) It may be 
divided into five portions : — 

The first relates to the privileges and obligations 
of baptism. 

The second relates to the Creed, the faith of the 
Christian. 
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Tbe third relates to the Commandments, the 
duty of the Christian. 

The fourth relates to the Lord's Prayer, the 
model of a Christian's devotions. 

The fifth relates to the Holy Sacraments. 

These subjects will be taken up in order. 

I. The Baptismal Covenant. 

The subject of holy baptism must be well under- 
stood — 

1st. Because Confirmation is a carrying forward 
of the work begun in Baptism ; , 

2dly. Because in Confirmation, the vows of Bap- 
tism are renewed and assumed by the candidate. 

Four particulars must be borne in mind as com- 
prising the acts performed in baptism : — 

1st. The infant is taken into the arms of the 
minister ; this signifies its reception by Our Lord, 
into the arms of His mercy ; 

2dly. The infant is washed with pure water ; this 
signifies the cleansing of the soul from sin as here- 
after to be explained ; 

3dly. The sign of the cross is made on the fore- , 
head ; this indicates the character of the Christian 
warfare, and the source of salvation ; 

4thly. A new name is given ; this signifies the 
beginning of another relationship and life. Note — 
that the Name of God, the Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost, is also pronounced upon the child or person 
baptized ; this coupling together of the two names, 
is an indication of the covenant character of the 
relationship established from that instant between 
God and the baptized. 
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Dejfin'Uion of a Covenant. 

A double promise, between parties, each of wbom 
gives something and receives something ; neither is 
obliged to continue to give what he promised, un- 
less he receives what was promised to him. (Illus- 
tration : a hired labourer agreeing to do work for 
wages to be given him by another.) Every child, 
in its baptism, enters into a Covenant Condition, 
as hereafter explained ; and every person, at Con- 
firmation, renews the Covenant made at baptism. 

Parties to the Baptismal Covenant. 

They are two, viz. : Almighty Odd, and the child 
or person baptized. 

Each appears by a representative : the Clergy- 
man stands for and represents, in that transaction, 
Almighty God ; and the child is represented by its 
god-fathers and god-mothers. 

The Promises. 

(BefeT to the definition of a Covenant already 
given, to show that there must be promises on both 
sides ; those promises are as follows :) 

On each side, three things are promised : — Al- 
mighty God, through His minister, promises, 1. 
Pardon, 2. Grace, 3. Eternal Life. The child pro- 
mises, through its sponsors, 1. Kepentance, 2. Faith, 
8, Obedience. 

II. The Threefold Vow. 

The candidate for Confirmation must remember 
ihat he is required to ratify and renew the solemn 
promises that were made in his name when he was 
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baptized. {See ihe question asked of them by the 
Bishopf in the Gonfirmation-Office,) 

Those promises relate to three periods or aspects 
of our mortal life, the Past, the JPresent, and the 
Future. To those same periods or divisions of 
human existence relate the promises of our Hea- 
venly Father, They are set over against each 
other, thus : — 

For the Past, \ $1°^ P'""*!*"" ^''''*^' 

'I Man promises Bepentance. 

FortheP.W, S-P--S:;S: 

For the Future, \ ^^ ^ ^^^^ 

These promises are to stand, on both sides, so 
lon^ as they are kept by both parties. But Al- 
mi^ty God is unchangeable, and cannot deceive ua, 
nor break His word ; therefore, the only danger lies 
on our side ; and hence it is so very important that 
we should renow our promises in Confirmation, and 
watch ourselves all through our lives to see whether 
we are still keeping them. 

{ITie Instritctor may here refer to the answet 
in the Catechism beginning y "they did promise 
and vow three things in my name," and enlarge, a^ 
the time (dlotvs, on the threefold promise made by 
the sponsors,) 

III. Sm. 

The first vow of baptism is that of Repentance 
or Renunciation ; and, on occasion of lur making 
that vow, Almighty God makes good tc us His first 
promise, of Pardon and Forgiveness. 
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It is ordered by the Churcli that children shall 
be brought to baptism right early, and that parents 
must not delay or defer in this matter ; and, in 
practice, Infant Baptism is the rule with us, and 
Adult Baptism the exception. All ought to be 
baptized in infancy. 

Now, as infants are too young to have committed 
any actual sin, the question arises. What need have 
they of forgiveness, and how do they receive pardon 
in their baptism ? 

In reply, it must be observed — 

1st., that the forgiveness of sins is one chief gift 
in baptism, and that every one, no matter what his 
age may be, does receive forgiveness of sin in that 
holy sacrament. Whosoever denies this, denies an 
article of the Christian faith, '^ I acknowledge one 
baptism for the remission of sins ; " this is just 
as important, in its sphere, as any other article of 
the Nicene Creed; 

2dly. That there is no such thing as an innocent 
child ; all children are conceived and born in sin, 
and come into this world with a spot and stain upon 
them ; 

3dly. That as the heavens are not pure in the 
sight of the Lord, and as He chargeth even His 
angels with folly, so the birth-stain of an infant can- 
not but be offensive and displeasing in His sight, 
and must be cleansed and washed away ; 

4thly. That infants are brought to holy baptism, 
so as to be washed of their birth-sin and of the de- 
filement which is upon them from the instant of 
their conception, and that they do receive remission 
of that sin as certainly as adults, when baptized, 



Digitized by V^OOglC 



FOB OONFEEOIATION GLASSES. 25 

receive remission of actual sins whicli they hare 
committed. 

Sirij in its three aspects. 

The Church regards Sin as existing under three 
forms; viz., — Original, Actual, and Habitual. 

1. Original Sin. 

This is the tendency or proclivity to disobedience 
which is found in every human being ; it is a root 
of evil in our nature, inherited from our parents, 
and sure to manifest itself, as soon as a child grows 
old enough to know good from evil and to do wrongs 
It is a fault in us ; latent in the system, like the 
seeds of a disease; it is transmitted from the 
parents, just as consumption, lunacy, and sorofula 
may be transmitted, or mental and moral qualities. 
It is foul, offensive, and bad ; and it will undoubt-^ 
edly manifest itself sooner or later, if a child lives 
to grow up. It is displeasing to Goi>> and requires 
Bis merciful indulgence and forgiveness. This tend- 
ency to disobedience is not removed by the grace 
of holy baptism, but it is forgiven once for all, and 
will never again be brought against us for judg-^ 
ment. 

2. Actual Sin, 

As soon as a child grows old enough, it begins to 
commit acts of sin : these are nothing more than 
the manifestations of the evil root within it. In 
holy baptism we have full forgiveness of original 
sin, for the past, the present, and the future : we 
have also God's promise that He will pardon all 
our acts of sin which we may at any future tima 
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commit, on condition that we truly repent, snd do 
our very utmost to keep from sinning. We pronor 
ise Him repentance for our sins, and He promises 
us pardon. 

3. HabUtud Sin, 

This is the worst, and the most hopeless form of 
Bin : when a person gets into the way of sinning so 
continually that it becomes a habit and he does it 
almost or quite unconsciously. (Illustrate, in the 
case of profane swearing, of wandering in prayer, &c.) 
Yet God can pardon even this, on sincere repentance^ 
and reformation : but that is very difficult, for the 
habit of sin, once acquired, is almost immovably 
£zed and fastened on the miserable being who has 
formed it. 

Applications of the Subject, 

In consequence of the covenant made between 
Almighty God and us in our baptisms, and of the 
I'irst Promise on either side, as previously explained, 
we know : — 

1st, That our Original Sin has^ been pardoned 
and forgiven once for all, so that we shall never be 
punished for any tendency to disobedience which 
may be in ' our hearts, if we do not let it get the 
better of us or lead us into actual sin ; 

2dly, That if we fall into actual sin, we have 
the blessed assurance of pardon for the sake of our 
dear Saviour and through the great mercy of Ck>D, 
at what time soever we turn to Him truly repenting 
and amending our lives ; 

3dly, That this promise of forgiveness stands 
good to us so long as we fulfil our promise of re- 
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ntmciation of the evil iha^ is in the world and in 
our own hearts, and of true repentance for whatso- 
ever we offend in will, word, or deed ; but that if 
we break our promise we ean no longer claim Gon's 
promise to forgive ; 

4thly, That the promise of-repentance, including 
always that of amendment of life, and watchfulness 
over our hearts and lips and whole being, is to be 
solemnly renewed in Confirmation. 

Therefore, let the Candidates examine themselves, 
before they make so solemn a promise, and see 
whether they understand it, and are in earnest in 
that which they are about to do. 



INSTRUCTION III. 

THE OHBISTIAN FAITH. 

The second of those three vows which were made 
for us in our baptisms, and must be renewed by us 
when we come to be confirmed, is the Vow of 
Faith. 

" Secondly^ thai I should believe all the Articles 
of the Christian Faith,'*'* 

The Articles of the Christian Faith are all drawn 
from the Holy Scriptures, and are expressed in 
the Creed. 

There are two Creeds in our Prayer-Book^ they 
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are called, respectiyely, the Apostles' Creed, and 
the Nicene Creed. 

They differ in length, but not in substance : the 
longer Creed contains the very same doctrinal teach- 
ing as the shorter, but somewhat more fully ex- 



To believe and hold fast those Creeds, is the way 
to keep the Second Vow of Baptism. 

Before proceeding to an analysis of the Creed, 
we must consider, in general, the subject of a 
Christian's belief. 

I. First Principles concerning Fafth. 

Nothing must be left loose or unsettled about 
our faith. To believe aright is the most important 
and necessary of all things. 

Read S. John, xvii. 3, and S. Mark, xvi. 16, 
and consider attentively their meaning. 

The following are fundamental principles as re- 
gards faith : — 

1st. A right belief is essential to the health of 
the soul and to the clearness and sound condition 
of the intellect and understanding: a man whose 
faith is wrong, imperfect, or misplaced, is like one 
whose body is diseased or maimed. 

2dly. A right belief is as necessary as a good 
life; and it is the root and source thereof. Al- 
though there are heretics who live moral lives so 
far as we can see, yet their morality is imperfect, 
since they defraud and rob God of the honour and 
worship which are His due from all His creatures ; 
and, indirectly, their virtues are sustained by the 
neighborhood and influence of the Church, for, if 

Digitized by V^OOglC 



FOB Q01XFmm!nO£( GL&CNSHBS. 29 

the light of reyelation, whicli she dispenses, were 
to be withdrawn by the Lord, the whole world 
would be buried in moral darkness and spiritual 
wiekedoess. Thus it is the Faith of the Churoh 
which keeps the world from moral and intellectual 
destruction. 

3dly. Our faith must rest simply and only on 
the Word of God; we believe, because He has 
spoken, and for no other reason; not because we 
think it is reasonable, nor because it suits our fancy, 
nor because we have studied things out for ourselves, 
but only on account of hearing the words, " Thu3 
saith the Lord." All the articles of the Christian 
faith are beyond and above the scope of the human 
understanding ; it is faith which grasps them, and 
faith is not an assent to one's own opinions, but an 
act of submission to the teachings of Almighty 
God. 

4thly. Our faith must be entire : we may not 
pick and choose, believe what we like and reject the 
rest; but every thing that God has said, and all that 
He has revealed, we must accept equally, however 
it may strike us, and whether we can satisfy our 
curiosity about it or not. Knowingly to reject the 
very least item in the Creed, is as bad as to deny it 
all. Beal Faith must be entire. And since many 
persons do not believe because they have not been 
taught aright, or because they do not know that 
certain propositions are articles of faith, therefore 
we ought to say often, " I desire to believe, my 
God, all that thou hast revealed ; and if there be 
any thing which thou hast revealed and which I do 
not yet believe, because I know not of it, I declare 
that in intention I do believe it, and desire that 
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Thou wouldst show it to me so that I may believe 
it in act." 

5thly. The sin of unbelief is in proportion to 
the clearness with which the object of faith has 
been made known to the individual. Hence, there 
are several classes of persons about whom we pro- 
nounce no judgment, but leave them to the mercy 
of God to deal with them as He thinks best ; there 
are, 

ia) Heathen, who have never heard the Gospel; 
b) People who have been educated in false sys- 
tems so that they do not know what the truth is ; 

(c) Heretics and schismatics who are invincibly 
ignorant, but do not intend willfully to rebel against 
or revolt from the truth. 

II. Faith of the Mind and Faith op the Heaet. 

Faith of the mind is a mere intellectual appre- 
hension of a doctrine or a precept. 

Faith of the heart is a loving reception of the 
subject which is revealed or the command which is 
ffiven : it is the believing in such a way that we are 
different in conduct and life from what we should 
have been if we had not believed. 

Devils have faith of the intellect, but not faith 
of the heart : see S. James, ii. 19. 

There is no true faith without love, and this will 
show itself by works. 

III. Definition of True Catholic Faith. 

Divine, or, as it is called. Catholic, Faith, is a 
gift of God, and a light of the soul, illuminated by 
which, a man assents, fully and unreversedly, to aU 
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wMch Almighty God has reyealed, and which He 
proposes to us by His Church to be believed, 
whether written or unwritten. It is also a belief 
in the whole Gospel, as distinguished from a re- 
ception of some portion of it only ; and it is a faith 
so full of the love of God as that it leads us to act 
diflferently from what we should if we did not be- 
lieve, and marks us out as a peculiar people among 
men. 

Heresy 

Heresy is the enemy of faith and the destruction 
thereof. It comes from a Greek word meaning 
Choice, A heretic is one who constitutes himself 
the judge of revelation, and who, instead of accept- 
ing the Gospel as God gave it, makes choice among 
its articles, and receives only what pleases him or 
strikes him as reasonable ; or who substitutes for it 
some opinions which are satisfactory and agreeable 
to him as being the result of his own examination 
and reflection. 

IV. The Holt Sceiptures and the Church, 

1. The Holy Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testament contain everything that is necessary to 
be believed to our salvation. But it is not from 
them that we first learn those things. 

2. Our knowledge of the Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ comes to us, first from the Church, 
through the instruction of parents and sponsors. 
And we are not left to find out, by reading the 
Bible, what should be believed, nor to choose a re- 
ligion for ourselves, interpreting the Bible after our 
own tastes, ideas, or preferences. But when we 
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were children, our faith was fixed and settled onee 
for ally by our sponsors, who, speaking for us and in 
our name, declared their belief in the Apostles' 
Creed, and also promised that we should learn and 
believe it. 

3. The Church therefore comes first in order as 
a teacher. We were made members of her in our 
infancy ; our Creed was then given to us, and the 
question of our religious belief was met and settled 
so far as God and our friends could settle it. After- 
wards, when we come to years of discretion, the 
Holy Scriptures are given to us, not as though we 
were ignorant of their substance and must investi- 
gate for ourselves to learn what should be believed, 
but in order that by searching the scriptures, we 
may know the certainty of those things in which 
we have been instructed, and learn more about that 
holy religion which we received by tradition from 
our fathers. 

4. Thus the true and original relation of the 
Holy Scriptures to the general plan of salvation is 
preserved. For, chronologically, the Church pre- 
ceded them. The Church had all the Gospel, in 
completeness and perfection, before a line of the 
New Testament was written. The New Testament 
was written, not for unbelievers nor for heathen, 
but for Christians who already knew and held the 
faith. It was addressed to them and meant for 
them ; it presupposes a right belief in its readers. 
It was written, not to teach them the Gospel, nor 
to show them how to become Christians : but it was 
addressed to persons, who, already Christians and 
already taught, needed further instruction; it pre- 
served the revelation, and developed it in a praoti- 
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cal way. And this is the relation of the Holy 
Scriptures to our life in the Church. Our Lord 
dealt with the Jews on this wise : He said, " I am 
your Messiah, and in Me are all the prophecies ful- 
filled ; search the Scriptures, for they testify of Me, 
and will confirm what I say." Thus also does the 
Church deal with us: at the font, she gives the 
Gospel authoritatively to her children, saying, This 
is the truth; afterwards, she puts the Scriptures 
into our hands, saying. Search them, and see that 
what you have been taught is all there. 

V. The Creeds. 

1. For convenience in teaching the truth, and 
for use in refuting and exposing error, the Church 
uses short forms called Creeds. 

2. The word is from Credo, I believe : because 
each and every statement in the Creed contains a 
truth superior to the reason, revealed by Almighty 
God, and proposed to faith. 

3. In the Anglican branches of the Holy Cath- 
olic Church, three Creeds are commonly used ; they 
are known respectively as the Apostles', the Ni- 
cene, and the Athanasian. In the American Book 
of Common Prayer, the Apostles' Creed and the 
Nicene Creed are contained. 

4. The Apostles^ Greed : Its antiquity ; why so 
called; old tradition of the way in which it was 
made up ; it contains the substance of the Apostolic 
teaching. 

5. The Nicene Creed: A. D. 325 and 381. The 
same in substance ; the Apostles' Creed, more fully 
expressed. The Apostles' is for instruction^ the 
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Nicene for explanation : the former is used in iike 
Baptismal Office, the latter at the time of the Holy 
Communion. There is no difference between the 
Creeds, except in fulness of expression : all that is 
stated in the longer is implied in the shorter. The 
Creed is proved by Holy Scripture and promul- 
gated by the Church : to reject it, is substantially 
to reject the Christian Religion. 



INSTRUCTION IV. 

EXPOSITION OP THE CREED. 

The Apostles' and Nicene Creeds being the same 
in substance, we shall explain and comment on 
them as one, speaking not qf the Creeds, but of 
the Creed, and referring sometimes to one, some- 
times to the other. 

I, Division. 

The Creed is divided into three paragraphs, cor- 
responding to the Persons in the Holy Trinity : the 
first paragraph relates to Gron the Father, the 
second to God the Son, and the third to God the 
Holy Ghost. 

There is also a further advantage in this arrange- 
ment, as it suggests that our faith must be entire, 
and reminds us that men differ very greatly in the 
amount of the truth which they hold : in a religious 
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point of view onr contemporaries may be arranged 
in three groups or classes : 

The first are those who believe generally in a 
Divine Being, bat beyond that point hold to little 
or nothing. 

The second Class believe in addition many of 
those articles of the faith which are contained in 
the second paragraph of the Creed; they have a 
knowledge of Jesus Christ, yet not a complete one, 
and they have some conceptions of grace and judg- 
ment : they believe in a God, and the divinity of 
Christ, and in His atoning word ; but beyond these 
points their ideas are vague; they do not compre- 
hend the full mystery of the Holy Trinity, the In- 
carnation, and the office of the Holy Ghost, nor do 
they believe in the Catholic Church, or the virtue 
• of the Sacraments : and so they come short of en- 
tire and complete faith. 

The third Class hold all that is stated in the first 
and second paragraphs; they also believe in the 
Holy Ghost, present in the world; and in the 
visible, historical Church, with her apostolic min- 
istry, her traditions and her spiritual power ; and 
in the presence of our Lord with her ; and in our 
privileges, in this world and in the next, as her 
faithful members. These only are in the fall sense 
of the word the Faithful ; their faith is complete. 

Hence in the threefold arrangement of the Creed 
we have a convenient form of distributing and 
classifying men as regards their religious belief; 
and we see that we must hold fast all the faith. 
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II. First Paragraph: GOD thk Father. 

There is one God : there are three persons in the 
one divine nature. 

The First Person alone has the divine nature of 
none: the Second Person has the same divine 
nature, in its fulness, but of the First : the Third 
Person has the same, but from the First and the 
Second. 

The Three are equal and unequal: 

Equal in that every one possesses the whole di- 
vinity, with all its attributes and powers, and all its 
honour and glory : — 

Unequal, in that they possess it, not in the same 
way, but in an order by which the Father is First, 
the Son Second, and the Holy Ghost Third. 

The Father is: the Son is begotten: the Holy 
Ghost proceeds. 

This mystery is above the reason; it does not 
contradict it : it is proposed to faith ; it cannot be 
explained or understood ; we can conceive of it, we 
cannot comprehend it. 

{If further illustration and statement be deemed 
necessary, use the Creed of S. Athanasius.) 

" Maker of Heaven and Earth, ^c." Creation is 
here intended ; not the arrangement of previously 
existing material, but the production of that which ' 
had no existence. The omnipotence of God, an 
article of faith; whoso denies that God can create, 
virtually denies his existence, by limiting His 
p(5wer. 

All the Persons of the Holy Trinity concerned 
in the first act of creation. (Gen. i. 1, 2, 26; 
Ps, xxxiii. 6; Col. L 15, 16.) 
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III. Second Paragraph: GOD the Son. 

The Eternal Son of the Eternal Father, and 
having one and the same nature and substance. 

Called the Word, and the Son, with reference to 
His eternal existence. 

Called Jesus and Christ, with reference to His 
incarnate existence, which had a beginning in time. 

" Jesus " means Saviour. 

" Christ " means anointed ; in Hebrew, Messiah. 
By anointing with oil, men were anciently set apart 
to the royal, the prophetic, and the priestly offices. 
(1. Sam. X. 1; 1. Kings, xix. 16; Lev. viii. 12.) 
Hence the Son of God is called Christ, Messiah, 
t. e,, the anointed one, because He held all three 
offices and is our Prophet, Priest, and King. He 
was anointed by the Holy Ghost of whose influence 
the oil was a symbol. (S. John, i. 32 ; Acts, x. 38, 
and see in Veni Creator SpirituSj " Thou the 
anointing spirit art, &c.) 

"J?w Only Son: ^^ i.e., by nature, for we are. 
also the sons of God, but by adoption. 

" Virgin Mary : " her true virginity an article^ 
of the faith : that she remained Ever- Virgin is a 
Catholic tradition and a pious and holy belief. 

^^ Pontius Pilate :^^ a Koman general and the- 
Commander-in-chief in Judea ; had about ten thou- 
sand men in the country ; had the power of life and 
death. His awful position ; fear of the emperor the 
cause of his giving up our Lord, whom he knew to- 
be innocent : his subsequent history ; recall by Ti- 
berius, banishment to Vienna in Gaul, death by 
suicide ; the memorials of Pilate at Vienne near 
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LyoBS on the Bhone, his tower and tomb ; Mount 
Pilate and the traditions respecting it. 

. " Grxjudfied : " shameful and painful above all 
others in the eyes of the common people; the 
punishment of slayes. 

" He descended into heUy The place of departed 
spirits, not that of the eternal punishment of the 
wicked. The Lord's Body was buried ; His human 
;Soul went to the place of departed souls. (1. Peter, 
iii. 18, 19.) What change His appearance among 
them made we are not told. The third day His 
: Spirit returned to the Body, and reanimated it; 
then He arose again. 

The Lord went there for many reasons, and 
:among them for these, 1st. Because being perfect 
rman« He went through all that happens to men in 
their death ; 2dly. Tnat He might make known to 
the souls in prison the certainty and the cause of. 
:their ultimate deliverance. 

^^ He rose again,^ The doctrine of the Besur- 
rection of the Lord a cardinal one ; without it the 
Ohristian religion would be a wretched imposture. 
(1. Cor. XV. 17, 18.) The Besurrection the great 
theme of the Apostolic preaching : they hardly ever 
rspoke of the death of Christ, except incidentally, 
:and as of a murder eommitted by the Jews (Acts 
lii. 23, iii. 15, &c.) ; they had no theories about the 
atonement, like those of the schoolmen and the . 
Calvinists ; their grand idea was life given back to 
the world through the incarnation and glorious 
exaltation of the Son of God. 

His resurrection was a true and literal one of 
that same Body which died. Thereby He gave a 
jiign of His triumph over Death and Hades, and a 
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demonstration of ihe eert&,inty of the reisnrrection 
of our bodies; for what happened in His caseiras 
till for our sakes. 

"JSTe ascended :^^ \Porty days afterwards; He 
remained here so long, Ist. To give full proof bf 
His resurrection, 2dly. To instruct the Apostles 
kow to organise the Church, &c. 

^^He shall come:^'* The final judgment: the 
quick and the dead : it shall be according to our 
works, and its awards shall be irrevocable and 
eternaL 



INSTRUCTION V. 

EXPOSITION OF THE GREED, CONTINUED. 

I. Third Paragraph: GOD the Holy Ghost* 

His Personality ; Procession ; Offices, 

The third pratagraph of the Creed implies, in 
erery article, the presence tod work of the Holt 
8j»irit. 

By being b6m i^in of Water and of the Holy 
'Ghost we are made members of the '^ Holy Catholic 
Church;*' by keeping the unity of the spirit in 
the bond of peace. We enjoy the "Communion of 
Saints ; " through the Holy Ghost we receive the 
^'remission Of dins,*' first in our baptism, and after- 
wards in the Holy Coikimtmibn and other ordi- 
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nances ; it is through the Holy Ghost that the Lord 
shall quicken our mortal bodies in their "resur- 
rection ; " and by His Grace we shall be enabled 
to give a good answer at the Judgment-seat of 
Christ, and so attain to the " Life Everlasting." 

" The Holy Catholic Church^ The Kingdom 
of Christ, partly visible here on earth, partly in- 
visible behind the veil. 

It succeeds the Ancient Church of Israel, and 
inherits the faith, the traditions, the treasures, and 
the promises of the past. 

The door of entrance into the Church is baptism ; 
by confirmation we are strengthened for our battle 
with the evil which is in the world ; by Holy Com- 
munion we are kept in full membership. 

The things most important to consider under 
this head are : 

1st. The Ministry of the Church, 
2dly. The Faith of the Church. 
3dly. The Sacraments of the Church, 
4thly. The Traditions of the Church. 

The Ministry : Threefold, like that of the An- 
cient Church ; Bishops, Priests, and Deacons. The 
Bishops alone have the power to perpetuate the 
ministry by ordination : there can be no valid or- 
dination without a Bishop. The Episcopal order 
was instituted by our Lord in the persons of the 
Apostles : it has never failed, it never can fail ; it 
has always been in ^e Church, and always will be ; 
it is transmitted from Bishop to Bishop in suc- 
cession. 

The office of the Bishop is that of government 
and continuance : the office of the Priest is a pas- 
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tbral and sfterificial one : the office of the Beacon 
is that of service ecclesiastical. The office of thb 
Bishop includes all the offices of the inferior orders. 

The Faith. It is preserved in the Holy Script- 
ures, of which the Holy Catholic Church collect- 
ively is the witness and keeper, having also author- 
ity in all controversies touching their meaning : it 
is expressed in the Creed. A general council, law- 
fully assembled, freely deliberating, and guided by 
ihe Holy G-hOst, is the only final authority on 
questions touching the faith. 

The Sacraments, These are divine ordinances, 
two of which are ^'generally necessary to sal- 
vation " as having been instituted and ordained by 
Christ Himself; they are channels of grace, as has 
l^en, or will be hereafter, explained in these instruc- 
tions. Besides the Two Sacraments of the high- 
est order, there are other inferior rites, having the 
same nature^ but not necessary in the same way ; 
among these are confirmation, matrimony, and Holy 
orders, in all, of which there are an 6utward sign 
and an inward grace. 

The Traditwhs. By these are meant certain 
rites, praottcesi^ and observances, not commanded in 
so many words in the Holy Scriptures, but which 
have always been used and kept in tne Catholic 
Church, and therefore are revered, practiced, and 
retained in its various branches now divided asun- 
der : among these are the following : — 

1. The observance of thd first day of the week 
instead *of the seventh. 

2. The observance of the calendar of feasts and 
^t0| and the division of the year, according to the 
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events in our Lord's life, into seasons and holy 
times. 

3. The baptism of infants. 

4. The use of liturgical worship together with 
the Psalter. 

5. The chanting of the Psalter after the manner 
of the temple worship. 

6. The use of vestments by the ministers in di- 
vine worship. 

7. The arrangement of churches after the model 
of the temple. 

8. The observance of the seven hours of prayer. 

9. The sign of the cross in baptism and at other 
times. 

10. The choral service. 

All these Catholic traditions are retained or per- 
mitted by our branch of the Church. 

" The Communion of Saints.^^ This is a dis- 
tinct article, and not a supplement to the four pre- 
ceding words. "Communion" means fellowship, 
and " Saints " means holy ones. This article, there- 
fore, expresses the relations which exist between 
certain holy ones and Gtod, who only is Holy in the 
full sense of the word. We analyze as follows : — 

1st. Almighty God. 

2dly. The Holy Angels. 

3dly. The Souls of the Faithful Departed. 

4thly. The Members of the Church Militant. 

All these have fellowship one with another in God, 
as follows : — 

let. God has communion with the Holy Angels, 
flfi their Lord and King, and they with Him as 
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being near Him, doing Him service in heaven, and 
executing His commands on earth and elsewhere. 

2dly. God has communion with the Faithful De- 
parted; and they with Him, for they rest from 
their labours and are with Christ. 

3dly. God has communion with us here on earth; 

4thly. The Holy Angels have communion (prob- 
ably) with- the Faithful Departed, though this is 
matter of conjecture. 

5thly. The Holy Angels have communion with 
us, for they succour and defend us, and are our 
guardians and protectors ; they also desire to look 
into the mysteries of the Church, and we unite our 
acts of worship to theirs, commemorate them, and 
address them in our services. 

6thly. The Faithful Departed have communion 
with the members of the Church here on earth, and 
we with them. They constitute the greatest part 
of the Holy Catholic Church ; we on earth are a 
small minority of it. They pray for us, and re- 
member us, and wait for us: we commemorate them 
in the Liturgy, and pray for their peace and rest, 
and for a share with them in the final " benefits of 
Christ's Passion," at the Last Day. 

All these, and other relationships are included in 
the article, " the Communion of Saints." 

" The Forgiveness of Sins : " fully treated of 
in Instruction II. 

" Resurrection of the Body : " Man consists of 
two parts, a body and a soul; the separation of 
these is death. Death is the work of the devil; 
uud Christ is the Kedeemer of Man from the power 
of death, and the Saviour, not of a part of us, but 
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of our entire nature. When we die the body Is 
buried, and the soul goes to the place of departed 
spirits. In that condition we must remain, incom- 
plete and broken np; for a sonl without a body is 
no more a true and complete human being than a 
body without a souL At last the Lord shall re- 
turn; He shall raise this vile body from the dust, 
reunite our souls to their own proper bodies, and 
thus re-establish humanity, thereby triumphing orer 
death. (1. Cor. xv. 63, 54.) 

The Resurrection an act of Omnipotence ; not to 
be comprehended, but to be believed; conoeivable, 
not comprehensible. 

^Life Everlasting:^'* A glorified and blessed 
state, dependent on the sentence and award of 
Ohrist, and having different degrees. (1. Oor. 
XV. 41.) 

The eternal state of the wicked is not mentioned 
in the Greed, nor is it made an article of EdtL 



INSTRUCTION VL 

THE LORD'S PRAYER. 

L Obligations of the Baptismal Oovenant. 

They are threefold, vis : To repent, to believe, 
and to obey. 

These obligations are hard to fulfil : because — 
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(a) Kepentance is much more tban the mere 
feeling sorry for sin ; 

(b) Faith is much more than a mere intellectual 
belief in some historic facts ; 

(c) Obedience is much more than the mere keep- 
ing of the letter of the law. 

And yet our sponsors promised for us, and we 
promise for ourselves in confirmation, that we will 
repent, believe, and obey, as our part in the cove- 
nant. So that we promise what is very difficult to 
do, and what is much more than we are able to do 
in our own strength. 

II. Need op Divine Grace. 

1. We are taught in the Catechism to say, ^^ I 
heartily thank our Heavenly Father that He hath 
called me to this state of salvation," i. e., into a 
state in which we may be saved. 

2. But, as baptism is the sign of a covenant, and 
as a covenant implies a double promise, condition- 
ally made on each side, therefore it follows that 
to be " in a state of salvation " under the baptismal 
covenant implies the ability to keep our part of it ; 
for if we do not fulfil our part, Almighty God finds 
no response on our side to the mercy which He 
shows us. 

3. Therefore, our "state of salvation," as bap- 
tised children of God, is one in which we must be 
able, and are able, to do what we promised, t. e., to 
repent, believe, and obey, according to our pledge 
to that effect. 

4. But by nature we have no power to do these 
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things. The power and ability oome front OdD the 
Holy Ghost : they are the result of grace, giren 
unto US from abo¥e. 

IIL Divine Gracb-^-On what condition given. 

1. It is the gift whereby we are enabled to fulfil 
oar duty to God and to keep our baptismal vows. 

2. It is given, for the sake of Christ, as the fruit 
of His mediatorial work, and by the Spirit whom 
He sendeth to us from the Father. 

3. It is given on two conditions : — 

(a) That we ask for it : this is to make us feel 
His providence «ad power. 

{b) That we be content to receive it in the way 
in which He sees fit to give it : this is to try our 
faith. 

IV. Prayer. 

1. It is in answer to the prayer of faith that the 
Lord gives us grace. 

2. Prayer depends for its efficacy on our bding 
convinced of two things : — 

1st. That we cannot help ourselves. 
2dly. That the Lord is willing to help us. 

If we thought we could help ourselves, there 
would be no need of praying : if we did not know 
that God would help us, we should have no one to 
pray to. 

3. Prayer is a privilege and a duty. It is a duty 
which we owe to our Lord and our God ; it is the 
privilege of addressing our beloved Father. 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



FOB COKFIElCAnON GLASSI8. 47 

4. Prayer is an expression of religions feding ; 
and therefore it takes a variety of forms ; thns, — 

* Confession expresses humility, 
Petition expresses desire, 
Thanksgiving expresses gratitude, 
Intercession expresses good will to other& 

V. How TO Prat. 

1. In faith ; i. «., believing (a) that there is effi- 
cacy in it; (5) that we can get things by it which 
we could not have without i^. 

2. Without ostentation ; 

3. In spirit and in truth ; 

4. In reverence of body; 

5. According to God's will ; 

6. In the name of Jesus Christ; 
7; Without fainting or wearying. 

VI. When to Peat. 

1. In heart and in spirit always ; 1. Thess. v. 17, 
We must make the whole life an oblation ta the 
Lord, and our very acts should be prayers. 

2. Formally : at least twice daily, morning and 
evening. To this may be added a brief form of 
prayer, for noon-day when our circumstances allow 
us to use it. Thenj the observance of Canonical 
Hours may be added by those who have leisure, and 
desire to make.the.day a more complete offering to 
the glory of God. These Houra are seven in num^ 
ber, as follows : — 
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1st Hour ; before 6 A. M. ; the dawn of the new 
day : our Lord in Pilate's Judgment-Hall. 

2d Hour; between 6 and 9; Early Morning 
Prayer: our Lord condemned to death. 

3d Hour ; 9 A. M. ; the Descent of the Holy 
Ghost; and our Lord's being led forth to die. 

4th Hour; 12 M. Our Lord on the Cross in 
His Agony. 

5th Hour; 3 P. M. Our Lord's Death. 

6th Hour ; 6 P. M. Evening Prayer ; the Bur- 
ial of our Lord. 

7th Hour; 9 P. M. ffhe Last Office of the day. 

Few can observe all these Hours by the reci- 
tation of an office : many observe several of them : 
all who love the Lord Jesus Christ could, if they 
chose, remember these dates in His Day of Sorrow, 
and give them, at least, a passing thought, making 
an inner and ejaculatory prayer. 

VIL Where to Pray. 

1. In every place. 1. Tim. ii. 8. Our Lord and 
His Apostles, prayed in the wilderness, on mount- 
ains, by the lake, on the sea, as well as in the syna- 
gogues and temple and their own houses. Acts, 
xxi. 5. 

2. Privately, in the closet, where none may see 
but God; S. Matt. vi. 6. 

3. In the church, Acts, iii, 1 , Ps. xxii. 35, iii, 1, 
&c. For there God is specially present, and prayers 
there have an extraordinary efficacy. Above all, 
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if w6 wish our prayers to prevail, let tliein be made 
at the time of the offering of the Holy Euchaxistio 
Sacrifice, and in union with that oblation. 

VIII. Instances of the Power op Prateu. 

1. Scripture Statements: S. Matt vii. 7-11; 
S. Luke, xl 13 ; S. James, L 5 ; S. Matt. xxL 22. 

2. Examples : Ishmael, Gen. xxL 17 ; Abraham^s 
servant, Gen. xxiv. 12-27 ; Moses for the Israelites, 
Exod. xxxii. 14; Num. xiv. 20; Elijah, for rain, 
1. Kings, xviiL 42, 45; against rain, 1. Kings, 
xvL 1. See also Hezekiah, Josiah, Zacharias^ Cor- 
nelius the Centurion, the Church for S. Peter, 
&c., &c. 

IX. Forms of Prayer. 

1. The worship of the Catholic Church has al- 
ways been liturgical; this is one of the perpetual 
traditions about which there is no reasonable doubt. 
The Jewish services were all according to forms 
prescribed by Almighty God ; and under the new 
dispensation of the Gospel there has been in this 
respect no change. Almost all Christians through- 
out the world now use liturgical worship ; and all 
the liturgies in use may be traced towards a com- 
mon fountain head and centre in Apostolic days. 

2. The warrant for forms of prayer is : — 

(a) The command of God under the Old Testa- 
ment. 

(b) The practice of the Lord and His Apostles 
who always attended the Temple and Synagogue 
services. 
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(c) The prescription of the Lord who gave a 
form of prayer to His disciples. 

(d) The constant use and custom of the Holy 
Catholic Church. 

3. The substitution of extemporaneous prayers for 
liturgical worship is the result of that anti-Catholic 
spirit which has prevailed in the sects which arose 
out of the Keformation, and which sets itself against 
everything, in discipline, worship, order, and ritual, 
which the Catholic Church has inherited from the 
past. This practice has no warrant, in Scripture, 
in history, or in the results which it produces. 

X. Th^ Lord's Prater. 

1. The model of all others, and the Divine war 
rant for all forms in use in the Church. 

2. Division: an invocation, three petitions fox 
God's Glory, four for man's necessity : — including 

(a) The praise of God and expression of His re 
lation to us as our Father. 

{b) Prayers for the coming of His Kingdom and 
the subjection of all creation to His will. 

(c) Prayers for the relief and supply of all our 
wants, bodily and ghostly ; including in it all our 
brethren. 
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INSTRUCTION VII. 

THE LORD'S SUPPEU 

I. Sacraments. 

1. Definition : answer from the Catechism. 

2. Value : means of grace, and tests of faith ; 
the outward sign is insignificant, and therefore it is 
a trial of faith to believe that such wonders are 
wrought by the use of means so inadequate. 

3. Number : answer from the Catechism. There 
are but two which are generally (i. e., to men in 
general) necessary to salvation; but there are 
otherS; sacramental in form, and called also sacra- 
ments in an inferior sense, such as Confirmation, 
Matrimony, and Holy Orders. 

11. Names. 

The great Sacramental Rite of the Holy Catholic 
Church is called by three names, according to the 
way in which it is regarded, viz : — 

(a) The Holy Communion. 

(b) The Lordh Supper. 
(o) The Holy Eucharist, 

It is called the Holy Communion, because it is 
the means of keeping that union with Almighty 
Gk)D through the Incarnation which was commenced 
in our baptism, and because thereby all the faithful 
are spiritually one with each, other. 1. Cor. x. 16, 17. 
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It is called the Lord's Supper, with historical 
reference to the time and oiromnstances of its insti- 
tution. 

It is called the Holy Eucharist, as being the 
great act of praise and thanksgiving rendered by 
the Church in acknowledgment of the blessings of 
Bedemption. 

III. Twofold Character. 

It is called prominently the Divine Liturgy, as 
including and comprehending all acts of worship 
and religion, and as being the first and chief of aU 
rites and functions ; and it is both a Sacrifice and 
a Sacrament. 

It is the Great Commemorative Sacrifice of the 
Church, unbloody, mystical, and spiritual ; accom- 
panying the Perpetual Oblation of Himself which 
our great High Priest, Jesus Christ, makes in heaven, 
where He ever liveth and intercedes for us. In it 
the Passion of Christ is perpetually shown forth 
to the Almighty Father, and His Priests on earth 
unite in the Oblation which He makes at the mercy- 
seat 

It is the Sacrament in which the faithful feed 
upon His most Blessed Body and Blood, in a di- 
vine mystery, and after a spiritual way, which is to 
be believed though it cannot be explamed. • 

Our Lord is really present throughout the whole 
of this solemn and august action, though in no car- 
nal, corporal, or material manner. 
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IV. The Sacramental Aspect. 

Three thiDgs concur to the completeness of this 
Holy Mystery in its Sacramental character : — 

1. The outward visible sign. I 

2. The inward part and thing signified. 

3. The benefits conferred thereby. 

These must not be confused ; especially must the 
second and third be kept distinct in our thoughts. 
The inward part is not to be confounded with the 
benefits, for they are distinct. The Sacrament is 
complete in itself when, by the power of the Holy 
Ghost, and by the words of Consecration, the Bread 
and Wine become the Body and Blood of Christ ; 
but whether a man receive benefit or condemnation 
in partaking, depends on his interior state, the 
sincerity of his repentance, the strength of his 
faith, &c. 

V. Explanation. 

1. The Sign : called Sacramentum. Bread and 
Wine ; simple elements of daily sustenance. These 
remain in thir proper substance after consecration, 
retaining their proper nature. And yet they under- 
go a mystical change whereby they become the 
forms under which Christ is present. 

2. The Thing Signified : called Bes. The Body 
and Blood of Christ; His Glorified Humanity, 
which, after a manner ine'^plicable and without any 
parallel in the range of our knowledge, becomes 
present after consecration, not locally or pljysically, 
according to the laws of material and carnal bodies, 
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but Bupra-locally, hyper-pliysioally, and spiritually, 
in some way believed on by the Church but known 
only to God. The Ancient Catholic Fathers never 
sought to explain the Mystery of the Real Pres- 
ence; they helcL it simply and sincerely, loving 
and adoring. ' 

3. The Benefits : called Virtus. 

These are the results of a faithful and devout 
reception of the Holy Sacrament : — 

(a) Continuance and maintenance of our union 
with God through Christ. . « 

{h) Assurance of God's favour and goodness 
towards us (see Post Communion). 

!c) The forgiveness of sins. 
d) The promise of a part in the resurrection of 
the Just at the last day. 

{e) The grace, general and special, which is 
needed for attaining the Divine promises and ob* 
taining the desire of the soul. 

VI. Why we should be Communicants. 

(a) Because we must fulfil our Lord's command, 
who said, " Do this in remembrance of Me.^^ 

(5) Because we thereby show to the world the 
Lord's Passion till He come. 

{c) Because it is the instrument of unity to the 
faithful, and shows that all are one Body in Christ. 

{d) Because it is generally necessary to sal- 
vation. 

VII. Types and Similitudes. 

» 

A Sacrament so holy and so comprehensive must 
have many types and similitudes in the Scriptures ; 
among them we reckon : — 
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1. The Tree of Life; Gen. iil 22, Rev.xxii. 14. 

2. Melchizedek's Offering; Gen. xiv. 18. 

3. The Paschal Lamb. 

4. The Daily Sacrifice of the Jewish Templej 
which is completed in the Christian Church ; see 
Malachi, i. 11. 

5. The Manna from Heaven, and the Water out 
of the Rock in the Wilderness. 

6. The Blood and Water which flowed from the 
Side of Christ. 

VIII. Bequirements to Right Reception. 

1. Repentance: ^'Te who do truly and eiam- 
estly," &c, 

2. Faith : "Draw near with faith," &c. 

3. Obedience : " Walking from henceforth," &o, 

4. Charity towards all : " Be in perfect charity," 
Ac 

IX. Pastoral Counsel. 

To ascertain -whether one is duly prepared for 
Holy Communion, the following course is to be 
pursued : — 

1st. Self examination. 

2dly. Recourse. to the clerj^ as the spiritual 
guides and directors of the faithful, if the person 
De in aay doubt or uncertainty of his fitness. 

X. Frequent Communion. 

How often a person should commune depends on 
circumstances; no rule can be made which will 
suit all oases. 
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In the first and purest days of the Church it is 
certain that they had a celebration and Communion 
every Lord's Day. Our practice of monthly Com- 
munion shows a sad decline in earnestness and de 
YOtion. But few are fit for a weekly Communion 
now ; all should pray and strive to become so. 

The First Communion must not be made with 
out the knowledge and consent of the Parish 
Priest. 

Christmas, Easter, and Whitsunday are Com 
munions of obligation; no one should keep away 
who can possibly go ; an insurmountable obstacle 
is the only ex^se for absence. 

Beceive the Blessed Sacrament without gloves; 
cross the right hand over the left, holding it open, 
and let the Priest place the Holy Bread in your 
palm. 

Pray, at the time of the Oblation and through 
out the service, for what you most earnestly desire ; 
and} if it be desired in God, it shall be given you. 
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QUESTIONS 

UPON THE FOBEGOING INSTBUCTIOIfS. 



These qtiestions may he given to the Class as a 
Home Exercise, and written answers to them may 
be required. In this way the subjects wiU be more 
thoroughly impressed on the mind of the scholar. 
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INSTRUCTION I. 



1. State the two-fold nature of your preparation. 

2. What are the principal subjects to be studied ? 

3. Mention in order some common errors about 
Confirmation. 

4. State the true view of it as opposed to each 
of these mistakes. 

6. Grive a definition of Confirmation. 

6. Where is it mentioned in Holy Scripture ? 

7. Analyze Acts, viii. 14-17. 
Analyze Acts, xix. 1-6. 

8. What do you learn from Heb. vi. 1, 2, of the 
position of Confirmation in the Christian system ? 

9. Analyze Heb. vi. 1-2. 

{Open your Prayer-Booh at the Office of Oonfirmatian.) 

10. What is this Order called in the title? 

11. What is the outward form of this Kite? 

12. By whom is it administered ? 

13. What must the candidates have received be- 
fore? 

14. Is the gift of the Holy Spirit mentioned? 
Where, and how often ? 

15. Whose example does the Bishop say that he 
has followed ? 

16. What do all these particulars show ? 

17. How many and what are the gifts of tho 
Holy Ghost in Confirmation ? 
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18. Compare Isaiah, xL 2., and the hymn Veni 
Creator Spiritus, 

19. Explain each of the Seven-fold gifts of the 

Holy Ghost. 
The spirit ^or gift) of Wisdom. 
The spirit Tor gift) of Understanding. 
The spirit (or gift) of ConnseL 
The spirit for gift^ of Ghostly Strength. 
The spirit Tor gift) of Knowledge. 
The spirit for gift) of Tme Gominess. 
The spirit (or gift) of Holy Fear. 



INSTRUCTION II. 



. 1. Where are the subjects of study preparatory 
for Confirmation contained ? 

2. Into how many sections or portions may the 
Catechism be divided ? 

3. Name the subjects in order. 

4. Why must the subject of Holy Baptism be 
studied in preparing for Confirmation ? 

5. State the particulars in the adminbtration of 
Holy Baptism. 

6. Explain each of those particulars. 

7. In baptism we enter into covenant with God. 
What is a Covenant ? 

8. Who are the two parties of the covenant in 
baptism ? 

9. What are the promises on each side ? 

10. By whom were those promises made for 
you? 
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11. When do you renew them? 

12. At your Confirmation what three promises 
do you make ? 

13. What three promises does Almighty God 
make to you ? 

14. What does Almighty God promise for the 
Past? the Present 9 the Future? 

15. What do you promise Him for the Past? 
the Present? the Future? 

16. What is the First Vow which you are to re- 
new? 

17. What is said in the Nicene Creed about 
Holy Baptism and our sins ? 

18. What is the great gift of God to us in bap- 
tism? 

19. Do infants need " Bemission of Sins ? " 

20. Under what thyee heads may the subject of 
Sin be considered ? 

21. What is Original Sin? 

22. What is Actual Sin? 

23. What is Habitual Sin? 

24. Of what sin do all persons who are rightly 
baptized receive remission in that sacrament ? 

25. If we sin afterwards, how may we obtain 
pardon ? 

26. What does a true repentance Include? 



INSTRUCTION III. 



1. What is the Second Vow of Baptism ? 

2. In what short form are " the Articles of the 
Christian Faith '' contained ? 
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8. How many Creeds baye we in our Pfagrei 
Book? 

4. How do they differ in length? in name? in 
substance? 

5. Apostles' Creed : why so called ? when com- 
posed? 

6. Nicene Creed: why so called? when com- 
posed? 

7. What may be inferred abont Faith, from 8. 
John, xviL 3, and S. Mark, zri. 16 ? 

8. Is a true fiaith as necessary as a good moral 
life? 

9. Upon what must our fuith rest? On God's 
word, or on our own notions ? 

10. May we believe a part of what God has said ? 
or must we believe all ? 

11. Explahi the difference between faith of the 
mind and faith of the heart. 

12. Which of these kinds of fiuth do l&e derils 



18. Define true Christian and Catholic Faith. 
. 14. What is Heresy? from what language is tiie 
word derived, and what does it mean? 

15. In what volume is the substance of the 
Christian faith contained ? 

16. Does our knowledge of the Gbspel come to 
us first from reading the JBible? 

17. Who was our first teacher ? 

18. Which was first in order of time, the Church 
or the Bible? 

19. When was it settled for us what we should 
believe? 

20. Was the New Testament written for unbe- 
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Iktmaa^ heathens? or for peraona who belieyed 
already and had been taught ? 

2L Why are we tatight the Creed before we ean 
read the Bible? 

22. When, and why was the Bible given to ns 
afterwards ? 

23. What is the nse of Oreed«i? 

24. Which Greed is mentioned in the Baptismal 
Service? 



INSTEUCTION IV. 



1. Into how many paragraphs is the Creed di- 
vided ? and why ? 

2. How may men be classified as to religious be- 
lief? 

3. State the doctrine of the Holy Trinity. 

4. To which of the Three Divine Persons does 
the first paragraph relate ? 

5. State the doctrine of the Church concerning 
creation. 

6. To which of the Three Divine Persons does 
the second paragraph relate ? 

7. What are the Four Names of our Saviour? 

8. To what state of His existence do the former 
two relate ? 

9. To what state of His existence do the latter 
two relate ? 

10. What does Jesus mean? what does Chaist 
mean? 

,11. In what sense are we called the sons of God ? 
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12. Who was Pontius Pilate ? country ? profes 
sion? history? 

13. What was there remarkable in the death of 
the Cross ? 

14. What was that " Hell" into which the Lord 
"descended?" 

15. Why did He go there? and what did He do 
there? 

16. State the importance of the doctrine of the 
Besnrrection of the Body. 

17. What Body was it which arose ? 

18. Why did He remain on earth forty days ? 

19. Where is Christ's Body now? 

20. When and for what purpose shall He re- 
turn? 



INSTRUCTION V. 



1. To which of the Three Divine Persons does 
the third paragraph relate ? 

2. Analyse this paragraph, and show that it re- 
fers in every article to God the Holy Ghost. 

3. Is the Holy Ghost as truly a Person as the 
Father and the Son ? 

4. From whom does He proceed ? 

5. What is His special work towards us ? 

6. What is the Holy Catholic Church? . 

7. What does it succeed? and what does it in- 
herit? 

8. What is the door of entrance ? 

9. What is the character of the Ministry of the 
Chitsch? 
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10. Where is the Faith preserred, and how is it 
expressed ? 

11. What are the Saoraments? name them. 

12. What are the Holy Traditions? Mention 
some of the more important. 

13. Is the ^^ Communion of Saints" a distinct 
article ? 

14. Explain this doctrine. 

15. What does Communion meanf what does 
Saint mean ? 

Ifi: What communion is there between ns and 
the Holy Angels ? 

17. What commnnion is there between us and 
the Faithful Departed? 

18. State the doctrioe of the Besurreotion of 
the Body. 

19. What is the life everlasting ? 

20. Is the eternal state of the wicked mentioned 
in the Greed ? 



INSTKUCTION VI. 



1. What are the obligations of the baptismal 
covenant ? 

2. Why are they hard to fulfil? 

8. Can we fulfil them? If so, by whose help? 

4. On what two conditions does God give us His 
grace ? 

5. On what does prayer depend for its efficacy ? 

6. What are the various forms which it may 
take? 
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7. How must we pray? 

8. How often at least ? 

9. What are the Canonical Hours? and what 
are they intended to commemorate? 

10. Where are we to pray ? 

11. Why ought we to pray in church? 

12. Give instances of the power of prayer. 

13. Which is the oldest, liturgical worship or 
off-hand extempore prayers ? 

14. Which has the full Divine authority? 

15. Whence arose the substitution of extempo* 
raneous prayers for the holy service of the Church ? 

• 16. What warrant have we for using forms of 
prayer? 

17. Why is the Lord's prayer so called? 

18. Of what parts does it consist? 



INSTBUCTION VIL 



1. Define a Sacrament: state their value and 
number. 

2 What other rites are sacramental also ? 

3. By what three names is the Sacrament of the 
Altar Imown? 

4. Explain each name. 

6. What is its two-fold character ? 

6. In what sense is it a Sacrifice ? 

7. In what sense is it a Sacrament ? 

8. Is our Lord really present in it? 

9. How many things concur to make the Sacra- 
ment complete ? 
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10. Of these which two constitute the Sacra- 
ment itself? and which relates alone to the re- 
ceiver of the Sacrament ? 

11. Explain the iSign: the Thing Signified: 
the Benefits. 

i 12. Why should we all be Communicants ? 

13. Mention some of the types under which it is 
represented in Holy Scripture. 

14. What are the four requirements to a good 
Communion ? 

16. What is the rule as to pastoral counsel ? 

16. How often should we commune ? 

17. How should the Sacramental elements be 
received? 
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CATECHISM ON CONFIRMATION. 



L— THE CHRISTIAN LIFE. 

QmESTiON. In what condition was Adam created t 
Answer. In the image of Gob ai^d perfectly 
Holy. 

Q. Wliat was the consequence of bis fall! 

A. His nature was ruined. 

' Qk Are we bom holy or sinful ! 

A. We inherit from Adam a sinful nature. 

Q. If left to ourselTes what must be the end of our ilhfal 
nature t 

A. Eternal death. 

Q. Who became the Second Adam^ the Second Heed of 
our race! 

A. Our blessed Lord and Saviour. 

Q. In, our nature which He assumed what penalty did 
He endure f 

A. He bare our sins in His Own Body on the 
Tree. 

Q. How do we become partakers of the benefits of His 
Holj life and precious Death ? 

A. By being ^afted into Him and becoming 
Partakers of His Nature and being lively members 
of Him. 
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Q. By our Birth we become partaken of the nature of 
the first Adam. How, then, do we become partakers of the 
nature of the Second Adam ? 

A. By our New Birth in Holy Baptism. 

Q. What then begins the Christian life ? 

A. Holy Baptism. 

Q. Mention seven helps to the growth of the Christian 
life before Confirmation. 

A. (1.) The care of Parents. (2.) The instrnction 
of Sponsors. (3.) The guidance of Pastors. (4.) The 
hearing and reading the Word of God. (5.) The 
Word preached. (6.) Prayer. (7.) Obedience. 

Q. Who alone, renders these effective to the growth of 
the Christian Life? 

A. God the Holy Ghost who dwells in the heart 
of the Baptized, being given by Christ to his mem- 
bers. 

Q. What may render all of these of no avail? 

A. The resisting the Holy Spirit. 

Q. What is the second great step in the Christian lifet 

A. Confirmation. 

Q. What is the Third? 

A. The Holy Communion. 

Q. What is the Fourth? 

A. Death. 

Q. When does the Christian Life attain its Perfection ff 

A. At the Resurrection of the Body. 

Q. When does the Christian Life end ? 

A. Never, if we are faithful unto death. 
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11— THE PREPARATION FOR CONE^lR- 
MATION. 

Q. At what age is Oonfirmation administered ih our 
branch of the Church ? 

A. When the child comes to years of discretion ; 
ordinarily from twelve to fifteen years of age. 

Q. What three-fold preparation is neeessary before Oon- 
firmatio&f 

A. (1.) Of Christian Knowledge. (2.) Of the 
Heart. (3.) Of special Prayer and Pasting. 

Q. What is the preparation ef Ohristian Knowledge neces- 
sary? 

A. That he should know the Oreed, the Lord^s 
Proyer, and the Ten Commandments, and be suffi- 
ciently instnioted in the other parts of the Church 
Catechism. 

Q. What is the preparation of the heart? 

A. A Godly Conyersiont 

Q. Of what two graces does a Gkudly OonTersioa ecmMktf 

A. Repentance and Faith. 

Q. Giye the six parts of Repentance. 

A. (1.) Self-examination. (2.j Sorrow. (3.) Con- 
fession. (4.) Amendment of Lite. (6.) Restitution. 
(6.) Forgiveness of others. 

Q. What self "examination is necessary before confir- 
mation 9 

A. Of our whole past life. 
Q. What sorrow? 

A. A godly sorrow, which will make him hate 
sin. 
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Q. What confefision f 

A. To Almighty God, and because it is requisite 
that no one should come to the Holy Communion 
but with a quiet conscience, and because farther 
comfort and counsel are always necessary to those 
preparing for confirmation, let him go to the Min- 
ister of God and open his grie£ 

Q. What is amendment of life ? 

A. Benouncing sin, and trying to do right. 

Q. Is it entire freedom from sin? 
A. No ; it is the earnest, constant, prayerful ef* 
ibrt to keep from sin and to do right. 

Q. What is restitution ? 

A. Making amends and restoration for every 
thing in which we have done wrong to our neigh- 
bours. 

Q. What is the forgiveness of others ! 

A. The not retaining anger against those who 
iiave done us wrong. 

Q. In what two ways will foi^yeness manifest itself? 

A. By praying for our enemies, and trying to do 
good to them. 

C. What kmd of faith is necessary? 

A. Faith in our Dear Lord, who died for us, 
through whose most Precious Death and Passion 
^one we can hope for salvation. 

Q. What kmd of faith will this be? 
A. A living, not a dead faith. Faith that works 
l)y love. 
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Q. What spirit does St. Peter tell us that this ffdjlih pro- 
duces in us ? 

A. He says, " Whom having not seen ye love, in 
wbom though now ye see him not, yet believing, 
ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory." 

Q. What effect did it produce on St Paul's life ? 

A. He says, " The life which I now live I live 
by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
Himself for me ; " and, " I walk by faith not by 
sight." 

Q. Why are special Prayer and Fasting necessary? 

A. That the soul may be made ready for the 
Seven-fold Gifts of the Holy Ghost, which are 
given in Confirmation. 



III.— THE SCRIPTURAL PROOF OF CON-* 
FIRMATION. 

Q. What proof is there in the Acts of the Apostolic origin 
of Ck>nfirmation ? 

A. Acts, viil 5. "Then Philip went down to 
the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto 
them. 

6. And the people with one accord gave heed un- 
to those things which Philip spake, hearing 
and seeing the miracles which he did. 

7. For unclean spirits crying with a loud voice, 
came out of many that were possessed with 
them ; and many taken with palsies, and that 
were lame, were healed. 
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8. And iheiQ was great joy in that city 

12. But when they believed Philip preaching the 
things concerning the kingdom of Gh)D and the 
name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, 
both men and women 

14. Now when the Apostles which were at Jern- 
salem heard that Samaria had received the 
word of God, they sent unto them Peter and 
John. 

16. Who, when they were come down, prayed fo* 
them that they might receive the Holy Ghost : 

16. (For aa yet He was fallen upon none of them ; 
only they were baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus.) 

17. Then laid they their hands on thenij and they 
received the Holy Ohost^^ 

Acts, xiz. 1. <<And it came to pass, that, 

while ApoUos was at Corinth, Paul, having 
# passed through the upper coasts, came to 

Ephesus ; and finding certain disciples, 
% He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy 

Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto 

Him, We have not so much as heard whether 

there be any Holy Ghos<{. 
8. And He said unto them, Unto what then were 

ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's 

baptism. 

4. Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the 
Baptism of repentance, saying unto the people 
that they should believe on Him whicb should 
come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. 

5. When they heard this, they were baptised in 
the name of the Lord Jesus. 
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6. And when Paid Tiad laid his hands on them, 
the Holy Ohost came on them ; and they spake 
with tongues and prophesied." 

Q. By what name is Confirmation called in these ao- 
eounts? 

A. The Laying on of Hands. 

Q. In the first of these aocomits why coxdd not St. Philip 
confirm? 

A. Because he was only a Deacon. 
Q. To what order did SS. Peter and John heloiig ! 
A. To that of Apostles, or, as we call them, 
Bishops. 

Q. In the second of these accounts, what gifts of the Holy 
Ghost are said to have been given ? 

A. The extraordinary gifts as speaking with 
Tongues and Prophesying. 

Q. Did these exclude the ordinary gifts ! 

A. No ; these were also given. 
' Q. What are the Ordinary Gifts of the Holy Ghost ? 

A. They are seven-fold. The spirit of Wisdom 
and of Understanding, the Spirit of Counsel and of 
Ghostly Strength, the Spirit of Knowledge and of 
True Godliness, and the Spirit of Holy Fear. 

Q. What does St. Paul say about Confirmation in Hebrews 
CVLv. 1A2? 

A. " Therefore leaving the principles of the doc 
trine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection ; not 
laying again the foundation of Kepentance from 
dead works and of Faith towards God, of the doo 
trine of B^iptisms and of Laying on of Hands, of 
the Besurrection of the Dead and of Eternal Judg 
ment 
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Q. What tiian does St Paul <)all Ooninaaium I 
A. Qne of the Principles of the Boctritie of 
Christ. 

Qt How many priiuaples doea he mention t 

A. Six. Eepentance and Faith, Baptism and 

Confirmation, The Eesurrection of the Dead, and 

Eternal Judgmentt 

Q. Show how these are principles. 

A. Eepentance and Faith begin the work otQojy 
m the souL Baptism and Confirmation begin the 
ChrbtioQ Life. The Eesurrection and the Judg- 
ment begin the Life of Glory. 



lY.— THE VOWS OF CONFIEMATIOIJ. 

Q. What is required of him who comes to he confirmed f 
A. That ha should solemnly renew his Baptismal 
Tows. 

Q. What are these vows f 

A. 1. The vow of Eenunciation. 2. The vow of 
lUth. 8. The vow of Obedience. 

^ What is the tow of Renunciation ? 

A. To renounce the Devil and all his works, the 
(pomps and vanities of this wicked World, and all 
theBinful lusts of the Flesk 

Q. What is the vow of Faitl> I 

A. To believe all the articles of the Chriatiaii 
IF.altl^, as contained in the Apostles' Creed. 
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Q. Whaii ifl the vow of Obedience I 

A. To keep God's Holy Will and Command- 
ments, and to walk in the same all the days of his 
life. 

(1.) THE VOW OJP RENUNCIATION 

Q. What is it to renounce a thing ¥ 
, A. To forsake it and to hate it 

Q. Who is meaftt by the devil? 

A. Satan, the Prince of Evil Angela, who goes 
about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may de- 
irour. 

Q. What are his works f 
A. All kinds of sin. 

Q. Mention some sins which are more espeoiBlly his 
works. 

A. Pride, Lying, Tempting others to Sin, and 
Oovetousness. 

Qe What is a pomp ? 

A. Any thing which is done merely for Vain 
Glory. 

Q, What are the Vanities of this wicked world? 

A. Every thing which is empty of good — every 
thing which is light and inconstant — every thing 
which is false and unreal, 

Q. What is the flesh? 

A. That sinful nature which we inherit firom 
Adam. 

Q. What are the lusts of tibe flesh ? 

A. Anger, Gluttony, Sloth and Uncleanness. 
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Q. What are we commanded to do with the flesh t 

A. To crucify it. 

Q. What are the nails we must pierce it with ? 

A. Keeping out of the Way of Temptation, 
Fasting, Abstinence and Self-Denial, the Confes- 
sion of Sin committed, Bodily Labor, Patient Bear- 
ing of Injuries, and Alms-Giving. 

(2.) THE VOW OF FAITH. 

Q. Where do you find the Articles of the Christian Faith t 
A. In the Apostles' Creed. 

Q. Into how many divisions and subdivisions is it di- 
vided? 

A. Into three divisions, corresponding to the 
Three Persons of the Holy Trinity, and into twelve 
Articles, corresponding to the twelve Apostles. 

Q. What is the doctrine of the Holy Trinity ? 

A. That there are in the God-head three Divine 
Persons ; God the Father, God the Son and God 
the Holy Ghost, and that these three are one God. 

Q. What properties distinguish these Divine Persons f 
A. God the Father is uncreate ; God the Son is 
not made nor created, but begotten ; God the Holy 
Ghost is neither made nor created nor begotten, 
but proceeding. 

Q. What does each one of these Divine Persons do for usf 

A. God the Father creates and preserves us; 
God the Son redeems us; God the Holy Ghost 
sanctifies us. 

Q. In how many ways is God our Father? 

A. By creation and preservation ; by redemption ; 
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ty onv regeneration in Holy Baptism, and by on? 
resurrection at the last day. 

Q, "Wh&t ie the doctrine of the looarnatiozi f 
A. That our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of Goi), 
is God and Han. God, of the Substance of His 
Father; Man, of the Substance of His Mother; 
having two Natures, the Pivine and Human, and 
yet but one Person, the Person of the Son of God. 

Q. What ia the meaniiig of Je9iiB t 

A. God the Saviour. 

Q. Why do we bow oisr headg at the name of Jesus t 

A. To show that we believe Him to be God. 

Q. What is the meaning of Christ f 

A. The Anointed One. 

Q. To what three offices was our Lord Anointed! 

A. At His Baptism He was Anointed to be our 
Prophet, Priest, and King. 

Q. How is He our Prophet 9 

A. He gave to i^s His Holy Gospel, and has left 
to us His Ministry to proclaim it to ua now. 

Q. How is He our Priest f 

A. He ofTered up Himself a Sacrifice on the 
Cross for the Sins of the Whole World. In Heaven 
He ever lives to make Intercession for us, and be- 
stows upon us all the benefits of His Passion 
through the ministrations of the Priesthood. 

Q. How is He our King f 

A. Even in the depth of His humiliation He 
was ruling all. He orders all things now ^r the 
good, of His Church. At the last day Qe will 
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pnnisli His foes and reward His children, and they 
will reign with Him forever. 

Q. What IB the dootrine of our Lord's eternal Sonship! 

A. That the Second Person of the Blessed Trin- 
ity is eternally begotten of the Father, so that there 
nerer was a time when He was not. 

Q. How do we express the Uziion which exists between 
the Father and the Son ? 

A. That He is of the same Substance with the 
Father. 

Q. Who was our Lord's reputed Father? 
A. St. Joseph. 
Q. By whom was He oonceiyed? 
A. By God the Holy Ghost. 
Q. Of whom was He bom? 
A. Of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
Q. What two titles has the Church given to her ? 
A. She is called the Bringer-forth of God, and 
the Ever Virgin Mary. 

Q. What is the doctrine of the Atonement ? 

A. That our Lord offered up Himself upon the 
Cross as a Sacrifice for the Sins of the Whole 
World, and thus reconciled us unto God. 

Q. At His Death where was our Lord's Body laid? 
A. In the tomb of Joseph. 

Q. Whither did His soul depart? 

A. Into the place of Departed Spirits. 

- Q. Whither do our souls go when they die ? 

A. Into the Intermediate State, or HadeSi to 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



s 

f 

ON COmnBUATION. 88 

I await, in joy or misery, the Judgment of the Great 

Day. ^ 

I Q. On what day was our Lord omcified, and on what day 

did he arise? 

A. He was crucified on Friday and arose on 
Sunday. 

Q. What change in the observance of the Sabbath did His 
Besurrection produce. 

A. It was changed from, Saturday to Sunday. 

Q. Why? 

A. Because on Saturday He rested from the 
Work of Creation, on Sunday from the Work of 
New Creation or Kedemption. 

Q. Whither did our Lord ascend? 
A. Up far above all Heavens, that He might fill 
all things. 

Q. What is His Blessed Work in Heayen ? 

A. He ever lives to make Intercession for us. 

Q. What onght we to do ? 

A. In heart and mind thither ascend, and with 
Him continually dwell. 

Q. When -will He come again? 
A. To judge the living and the dead at the Day 
of Judgment. 

Q. Who is the Thu*d Person of the Blessed Trinity? 
A. God the Holy Ghost. 

Q. Why is He called Holy? 

A. Because He is Holy in Himself and the an* 
thor of holiness in us. 
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Q. 'Eow is He the Author of HolMeAs to tts ! 

A. Because He speaks to the Hearts of all m^ 
calling them to Bepentance and Faith, ^oid makes 
them holy in the Church and through the Sacra- 
ments. 

Q. What is meant by the Holy Catholic Church? 

A. The Body of Christ, Militant here on earth, 
at rest in Paradise, and to be triumphant hereafter 
in the new heavens and the new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteousness. 

Q. What is the Church Militant? 

A. The Church of God throughout the World, 
fighting against the World, the Flesh, and the Bevil, 
consisting of many Branches, but united by holding 
to the one Lord, the one Faith and the one Baptism. 

Q. Is the yisible Unity of the Chureh broken? 

A. It is; and we ought to pray to God withotut 
ceasing that He, of His m^rcifid goodness, may 
make us all to be at one again. 

Q. What is necessary to make any particular church a 
bruich of the Catholic Church ? 

A. That it should hold to the Creed of the 
Church; that it should have the Apostolic Ministry 
and the Apostolic Sacraments, and that it should 
not separate itself from the rest of the Church. 

Q. Are all the members of the Church really holy ? 

A. No ; the Tares and the Wheat grow up to- 
gether until the Harvest. The wise and foolish 
Virgins are together until the Bridegroom comes. 

Q. When will all the members of the Church be really 
holy? 

A. When He shall present it to Himself a 

Digitized by V^OOglC 



OK oraizTiacAxiaN* 8B 

glotiotis Glitiroh not having spot, or wxinUoy or 

any isch thing. 

Q. Who are meant by The Saints t 

A. The Holy Living and the Holy Dead. 

Q. H<rw do the Saints have CommumoD, one with «i»- 



A. By Prayer, by Good Works, and in the Ho^y 
Communion. 

Q. Into what two great divisioDS is Sin divided? 
A. Original Sin and Actual Sin. 
Q. What is Original Sin? 

A. The fxvlt of ^at sinful nature which we in- 
herit. 

Q. What is Actual Sin? 
A. The sin we commit. 

Q. By what Theological word is the Forgiyenesa of the 
Sinner known ? 

A. Justification. 
Q. What is the Cause of Justification? 
A. The Prineipal Oause — God's Mercy. 
The Meritorious Cause — ^Christ's Death. 
The Hffieient Cause — ^The operation of the 

Holy Ghost. 
The Instrumental Cause on God's side — The 
Ministry of the Word, Baptism, and the 
Holy Communion. 
The Instrumental Cause on Man's side- 
Faith which works by lore. 

Q. When then do we first receive forgiyeness ? 
A. In Holy Baptism. 

Digitized by V^OOglC 



80 O^TBCHISIC 

Q. How do we receive forgiyeness for ein after Baptism t 
A. By Absolution and the Holy OommunioiL 

Q. What graces do we need to receive the blessing ? 
A. Kepentanoe towards &od, and Faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Q. When only do we obtain entire freedom firom the 
effects of sin? 

A. At the Last Great Day. 
Q. What shall we then receive ? 
A. The Eedemption of our Bodies from the 
power of Death and the Graye. 

Q. Will our Resurrection Body be the same Body as that 
which died? 

A. It will, but will have new qualities and prop- 
erties. 

Q. In what will these consist ? 
A. It will be free from all the pains, sorrows, and 
weaknesses of our mortal bodies. 

Q. Into how many divisions is Everlasting life divided? 

A. Into that which is begun here on Earth in 
the Church and through the Sacraments, into that 
which is partial in Paradise and that which will be 
perfect in the kingdom of Glory. 

Q. What other Doctrine does the artide Everlasting life 
include ? 

A. Everlasting death. 

Q. What does Holy Scripture say of the Bighteous and 
the Wicked? 

A. These shall eo away unto everlasting punish* 
ment, but the Bighteous unto Life Etem^. 
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Q. Ib there any differenee between everlastbg and eternal, 
in this text! 

A. No. In the original Greek they are one and 
the same word. 

Q. What are the two meanings of Amen! 
A. So be it, and, so shall it be. 
Q. "What is our duty to the Creed of the Ghuroht 
A. To believe in it, to practice it, and, if need 
be, to die for it. 

(2.) THE VOW OP OBEDIENCE. 

Q. Where will we 'find Gtod's Holy Will and Command- 
ments? 

A. In the Living Church, in the written Word, 
and in the rightly instructed Conscience. 

Q. Into how many duties are the Ten Commandments di- 
vided? 

A. Two. The duty towards God, contained in 
the first four, and the Duty towards our neighbor, 
contained in the last six Commandments. 

Q. What duty towards God does the First Command- 
ment enjoin ? 

A. Inward affection. 

Q. The Second? 

A. Outward Worship. 

Q. The Third? 

A. To honor Him with the tongue. 

Q. The Fourth? 

A. To honor Him with our time. 

Q. What duty towards our neighbor does the Fifth ttk* 
join? 

A. The Duty to our Superiors. 
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A. The duties to our Equals and Inferiom* 

Q. In what ways do the last Fire forbid us to injure our 
Neighbor f 

A. In bis OWB Person ; in tbe Person of bis 
Wife ; in his Goods ; in his Beputation ; in thought 
or intention. 

Q. What ftins are forbidden by <lie First Commandment t 

A. Atheism, Polytheism, Sorcery, Superstitio% 

Pride, Presumption, Despair, Heresy, and Schism. 

Q. What Graces does it command! 
A. Faith, Hope, and Charity, 

Q. What Sins are forbidden by the Seeend Oommftad- 
ment? 

A. Idolatry, Neglect of God's Worship, Oovet- 
ousness. Inordinate Affection, and Hypocrisy. 

Q, What does it enjoin? 

A. Christian Worship, Contentedness and Libe- 
rality, Temperance and Fasting, Humility and do- 
ing good in secret. 

Q. What Sins are forbidden by tibe Third Commandment! 

A. False and Profane Swearing, Profaning God's 
Worship, Careless Praying, Irreverence, Lying, 
Breaking Promises, and Idle wc^s. 

Q. What does it command? 

A. To pray to Ood and to praise Him, to ooq* 
fess Him before men, to swear lawfully. 

Q. What does the Fourth GoomiaBdmeot fbri»d! 

A. Unnecessary work snd unseemly eondoct on 
Sunday, and all neglect of God's House and Goi>% 
Worship. 
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Q. What does it command ? 

A. To do works of meroy on Sunday, To go to 
Church and receive the Holy Communion, To keep 
the Church's Feast and Fast Days, and To do our 
Daily Work diligently. 

Q. What does the Fifth Commandment forbid f 

A. Disobedience and Undutifulness, Rebellion 
against civil or ecclesiastical Rulers, Disrespect and 
Irreverence and Failing to pray for our Superiors. 

Q. What duties does it enjoin ? 

A. The Duty of Father to Son ; Of the Ruler 
to his Subjects ; Of the Husband to his Wife ; Of 
the Master to the Servant; Of the Pastor to his 
Flock ; Of the Old to the Young; Of the Rich to 
the Poor ; Of the Learned to the Unlearned ; and 
their opposites. 

Q. What does the Sixth Commandment forbid ? 

A. Murder, Suicide, Cruelty, Causeless or im- 
moderate Anger, Envy, Hatred, Malice, Revenge, 
Bitter and disdainful words. 

Q. What does it enjoin ? 

A. To love one another, To take care of one's 
health, To be Merciful, forgiving, and courteous 
and To follow peace with all men. 

Q. What does the Seventh Commandment forbid ? 

A. Adultery, Fornication, and all other kinds of 
imcleanness and unchastity, and everything which 
leads to such sins, as filthy thoughts, filthy talking, 
idleness, drunkenness, immodest dances, songs, 
games, books, and pictures. 

Q. What does it command ? 

A. A pure heart, good words and a chaste life. 
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Tempennee, Modesfcj. IRie keeping under the 
bodj by Pnyer, Wmtdiing and Fmsiing. Not to 
eqpftnte, divorce, or put sway a wife. Modest eom- 
pany and Iionest labor. 

Q, What is it that makes mm against tiie Serenth Com- 



A. Because the Christian is a M^nbv <tf Christ 
sad his body the Temple of the Holy Ghost, to be 
raised hereafter like onto Chnst's Glorified Body. 

Q. What does the Eighth Commandment fbrbidf 

A. Kobbery, Stealing, Pilfering, Cheating, Be- 
fosing to give to God and the Chnreh, Befasing to 
make BM^itation, Covetoosness and immoderalB 
care, Prodigality^ Wastefiilnesa, and an Idle Life. 

Q. What does it oommandf 

A. To be just and frugal, To take care of (ihe 
goods of others. To be liberal and openhanded, To 
pray, and To labor. 

Q. What does the Ninth Comvandmeiit foihidf 

A. False Witness, Slander, Gossip, Lying, end 
illnatored Bidicule. 

Q. Whatdoesiteommaiidl 

A. To speak the truth, To speak well of othen» 
To use few, profitable, and courteous words. 

Q. What does the Tenth Commandment forbid f 

A. Envy of others' prosperity, The greedy pnr- 
snit of riches, Disoontent and over Carefolmsii 
Idleness and idl evil Desires. 

Q. What does it eommandf 

A. Honest Labor, Contentment, liberality., The 
cmcifying all fleshly Insts and evil desires, and 
stopping the beginnii^ of Sin. 

Digitized by V^OOglC 



09 oofsnBXkTSom. 91 

Q. How aloM oan we keep Ood'a ObnanodtnentB t 
A. By God's grace sought for by diligent prayer 
and receiving the Holy Communion. 

Q. What then ought to be the Christiim's first duty after 
Oolmrmationf 

A. To prepare for and receive the Holy Com- 
munion as soon as his Parish Priest may allow him 
to do BO. 



v.— THE GRACE OF CONFIRMATION. 

Q. What outward aet ie neceesaiy in Oonfinnationt 

A. The laying en of the Bi^op^s hands. 

Q. What inward Grace does Confirmation bestow! 

A. It is God's Seal. It strengthens the Christian, 
and above all it gives to him the Holy Ghost in 
fuller measure. 

Q. How does Confirmation strengthen the Christian! 

A. It gives greater power to resist temptation, 
and " draws a sevenfold veil betwixt him and the 
fires of youth." 

Q. What is the difference between the Grace of Baptism 
and the Grace of Confirmation ! 

A. In Baptism man is enlisted into the service, 
in Confirmation he is equipped for battle : In Bap- 
tism he is regenerated unto life, in Confirmation he 
is prepared for the combat : In Baptism ' he is 
cleansed, in Confirmation he is strengthened. 

Q. Explain each of the Sevenfold gifts of the Holy Ghost 
A. (1.) Wisdom is the Knowledge of God. 
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(2.) Understanding is wisdom put into prao- 

tioe. 
(3.) Counsel enables to choose the right and 

avoid the wrong. 
(4.) Ghostly Strength keeps ns from fallmg 

and helps us onward. 
Knowledge enables to depart from evil 
True Godliness impresses the Image of 

Christ on the Soul. 
(7.) Holy Fear gives holy Awe and Beve- 

rence. 

Q. What are the Fmito of the Spirit? 

A. (1.) Love. (2.) Joy. (3.) Peace. (4.) Long 
SuflFering. (6.) Gentleness. (6.) Goodness. (7.) Faiih. 
(8.) Meekness. (9.) Patience. (10.) Modesty. (IL) 
Temperance. (12.) Chastity. 



!?:! 
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DEVOTIONS AND PBAYEBS. 



A PRATER TO BE USED DAILY BEFORE CON- 
FIRMATION AND FIRST COMMUNION. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, the Qood Shepherd of the 
Sheep, look mercifully upon me Thj Child, and fit 
and prepare me for Confirmation and the Holy 
Gommnnion. Giye me unfeigned rep^itance and 
steadfEist laith in Thee. Create and make in me a 
Bev and a contrite heart Turn m» and so shall I 
be turned. Visit me not for my sins, neither 
reward me according to mine iniquities. Give unto 
me power and strength to have victory and to tri- 
umph against the Devil, the world, and the flesh. 
Cleanse my Soul that it may become a fitting abode 
for thy Holy Spirit, and receive me to Thy Blessed 
Presence in the Holy Communion, that knowing 
Thee now by faith, I may after this life have the 
fruition of Thy glorious Godhead, who livest and 
reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, one 
God, world without end. Amen. 



SELF-EXAMINATION BEFOKB CONFIR. 
MATION. 

BiBEOTioiiBb — ^Eneel down upon your knees, and 
ask yourself l^e foUowing quesli W9. Try and do it 

Digitized by V^OOglC 



94 O^TEOHISBI 

as in tlie yery Presence of the Great Judge of alL 
It will aid you to divide your life into three 
portions, and to go oyer each portion at a separate 
time: 

A PRAYER BEFORE SELF-EXAMUfATIOMT. 

Grod the Father, who knowest the hearts of 
all men, open Thou mine eyes, that I may see my- 
self as I am seen by Thee ; 

Lord Jesus Christ, look on me as Thou didst 
on Peter, that I may weep bitterly ; 

Holy G-host, suffer not the sins I haye com- 
mitted to blind me; aid my memory, quicken my 
conscience, and pour Thy bright beams into my 
soul ; who liyest and reignest one God, world with- 
out end. Amen, 



QUESTIONS. 

L THE DUTY TOWARDS GOD. 

Haye you indulged any doubts about the Ohris- 
tian Faith ? 

Haye you oyer had aujrthing to do with Spiritu- 
alism, or any like deyice of the deyil ? 

Haye you oyer giyen up trying to do right, as if 
it were of no use ? 

Haye you gone on siiming without thought or 
care? 

Haye you oyer attended the seryices of those 
who separate from God^b Holy Church? 
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H&ve you alwayis thanked God -when He has 
shown you any mercy ? 

Do you say your prayers night and morning, and 
at noon, if you can ? 

Did you ever give up saying them, and why? 

How do you say them? Kneeling? Out of bed? 

In church do you stand and kneel when you 
ought, make the responses, bow your head in the 
Greed at the name of Jesus, or are you ashamed to 
do so? 

Do you read your Bible every day, with prayer 
that you may understand ? 

Are you as careful when you are away from home 
as when there ? 

Have you ever done anything to make people 
think you are better or worse than you are ? 

Have you ever cursed or sworn? Have you used 
slfms words ? Have you quoted the Bible in jest ? 

Have you put off your Confirmation, and been 
ashamed to confess Christ before men? 

Do you go to Church twice on Sunday ? 

Have you ever given up going to Church, and 
why? 

Do you do unnecessary work on Simday ? 

Do you try and do works of mercy on Sunday ? 

Do you keep, so far as you may, the Feast and 
Fast days of the Church ? 

Do you do your daily work diligently, or are you 
idle? 



2. THE DUTY TOWARDS YOUR NEIGHBOR. 

Have you been disobedient to your Father or 
Mother, to your Teachers, to your civil Governors, 
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to ycmt Bishop, lo Jrour Parish Priest, to ^^or 
Master if you have one ? 

Have jfm been disrespeetM or in:*6verait; or 
neglected to pray for your Superiors ? 

Do you try to do your duty to all about yon ? 

Have you ever been angry without oause ? 

Have you ever kept angry longer than you 
should? 

Do you forgive, ss you hope to be forgiven, evarjr 
one who has done wrong to you ? 

Have you ever been envious ? 

Have you ever been cruel to any persoin or any 
animal? 

Did you ever lead any one else into sm ? 

Are you oourteous ? Do you try to make peitce 
when you can ? 

Have you ever committed any act of Unoletui- 

&6BS? 

Have you ever talked filthy talk; indulged in 
unclean thoughts ; listened wi^out protest to ita- 
proper conversation; read filthy books, or looked 
at unchaste pictures ? 

Have you ever danced immodest dances, sung 
immodest songs, or played immodest games, or been 
immodest in your dress ? ^ 

Are you iole and soft ul yout ways? 

Did you ever get drunk ? Do you eat more than 
you ought ? Do you read trashy novels ? 

Do you keep your Body under subjection by 
prayer, watching, and self-denial ? 

Do you^eep away from tiiose who are a tempta 
tion to you ? 

Did you ever take anything which was not your 
own; if so, have you confessed and restored it? 
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Sfare yam "been k the habit of paring Utde 

thXDgS? 

Have j(m evet cheated in a bargain? Do joti 
pay yotir debts? 

Have you robbed God by not giving the due pro- 
portion of what you have to His Ghuroh and to 
His Poor? 

Do you waste your own substance ot the goods 
of others ? 

Have you ever slandered any one ? 

Do you talk ill of others ? Do yot talk go88q> ? 

Have you told a He? If so, have you con- 
fessed it ? 

Do you keep your promises ? 

Have you always been frank and open and free 
from equivocation ? 

Did you ever tlunk of trying to obtain that which 
was another's in a wrongful Way ? 

Is your chief object in life to get money or to 
serve Gox> ? 

Do you do anything in business which the world 
allows but which Gon forbids? 

Have you been discontented with your lot ? 

Do you grumble ? 

After each sin which you remember^ aa/y^ L<nrd 
have mercy upon me, and fcnrgive me. 

If you have not commitied U say. Glory be to 
Thee, Lord for keepiDg me from this sm. 

CONFESSION. 

Good Lord, I have sinned, I have done amiss, 
I have dealt most wickedly. My sins are more in 
number than the hairs of my head. I hide them 
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not, I make no ezcoses for them, but thns and thus 
{here slowly, solemnly^ one by one, confess the sins 
you have committed;) hare I done. Have mercy 
upon me Gtod after Tliy great Goodness ; accord- 
ing to the multitude of thy mercies do away mine 
ofiences. Spare me Good Lord ; spare thy servant 
whom thou hast redeemed; enter not into judg- 
ment with Thy servant, who am vile earth and a 
miserable sinner, but so turn Thine anger from me 
who meeldy acknowledge my vileness and truly 
repent me of my faults, and so make haste to help 
me in this world that I may ever live with thee in 
the world to come, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen, 

REMEMBER, 

Penitent, if you truly sorrow for your sins, if 
you are weary and heavy laden with .their burden, 
or at least grieve that you are not more so, if you 
desire, as well you may, the blessing of Priestly 
Counsel, the Church encourages you to go to the 
Minister of God and open your grief. Be very sure 
that neither fear nor shame keep you back. 

A PRAYER FOR THE MORNING OF CONFIRMATION. 

O Heavenly King, the Comforter, the Spirit of 
Truth, one G^d with the Father and the Son; Who 
art everywhere present and fillest all things ; come 
Thou this day and dwell in me— illumine my dark* 
ness, kindle my cold heart, purify my soul from 
every stain, clothe me with the whole armour of 
God, give unto me Thy sevenfold ^ifts, and unite 
me in a mysterious bond of love with the Father 
and the Son, with whom thou livest and reignest 
one God, world without end. Am^n. 
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A PRAYER TO BE USED OFTEN" AFTER CONFIR- 
MATION. 

God who hast poured into my soul the illumi- 
Dation of thy Holy Spirit, grant me never to grieve 
Him my loving Comforter. Give me Lord a right 
faith, perfect love, true humility. Give me perse- 
vering obedience, perpetual peace, a pure mind, a 
clean heart, a holy conscience, ghostly strength, an 
unspotted life, a happy death, and a deathless happi- 
ness, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 

A PRAYER FOR THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN CON- 
FIRMED WITH YOU. 

Light of light, Brightness indescribeable, 
Christ our God; granfr unto these my Brethren, 
amid this dark world the full outpouring of Thy 
splendor; appoint Thy Holy Angels to be their 
defenders, may they go on from strength to strength; 
perfect Thy gifts in them, and grant that hereafter 
we may praise Thee together in the land of ever- 
lasting light for thine own dear mercy's sake. 
Amen. 

FURTHER DIRECTIONS BEFORE CONFIRMATION. 

L Learn the Church Catechism if you do not 
know it already. 

II. Bead over the Confirmation Service often. 

III. Be careful to say your prayers regularly 
and reverently, if possible at noon, as well as morn- 
ing and night. 

lY. Go to Church at other times besides Sunday 
if you have the opportunity. 
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v.. On Friday sdeiiyyoursel^ or fSsist a$ hmltb 
and cirotunstances admit, or as you may be directed. 

YL Be sure and ask to be admitted to the Holy 
Communion as soon as your Clergymau thinks it 
best. 

The God of peaee who brought again from the 
dead our Lord Jesus Christ, that great Shepherd 
of the Sheep, through the blood of the everlasting 
Covenant, make you perfect in erery good work to 
do His will, working in you that which is well 
pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to 
whom be glory for erer and ever. , Amen, 
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